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PREFACE 


This is a revised and enlarged English edition of my Bengali 
Book “SWADHINATA SANGRAME BENGALEE”. It is a 
history of uncommon patriotism—extra ordinary strength of 
mind, heroic activities and self-sacrifice of the Bengalee people 
in the fight for India’s freedom. I hope this book will inspire 
the younger generation to ascertain their duties to the country. 

Biographies of the three great souls—Aswini Kumar Dutta 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. Subhas Chandra Bose and many 
patriotic youth workers with their selfless glorious activities in 
the fight for Independence are fairly described therein 

Iam indekted to the generous persons and institution as 
below who gave me financial help for the publication of this 
book—Kumar P. N. Roy Public Charitable Trust, Dr. Suniti 
Kumar Chatterji, Dr. Satyendra Nath Bose, Dr. Triguna Sen, 
Shri M. M. Bhagat and Lady Bhagat, Hirendralal Sarkar, Ajoy 
Kumar Bhose, Gupta Press, Harendra Kumar Majumdar, Sri 
Sushil Ranjan Motayet, Sandhya Roy, Suchitra Sen, Sri B. C. 
Sinba General Manger, Rifle Factory Ichapore, Sri G. D. Mishra, 
Alexzendra Jute Mill, Sri Kishunchand Lala, Garulia, Srimati 
Joya Ghosh Devpali, S. K. Sur, Kamalesh Kar Singh Garulia, 
Jogendra Mondal. 

There are some printing mistakes in this book and for 
correct reading an Errata sheet has been attached with it. 

Purchasers of Part-I will get the Part-II at rupee one 
less. 


Ashoknagar, 
Block-B-6 Author, 
P.O.-Ichapore, Sri Akshoy Kumar Dutta 


Dt. 24 Parganas 
The 28th August, 1968. 
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- True Copy of Testimonial From 


“Fhave seen’ Shri A 
“The Bengalee in the: 
and I have been ver 


Kshoy Kumar Dutta’s book in Bengali, 
‘Bight for Independence” in manuscript 
y much impresed by it, I have been also 
the personality of Shri Dutta. He has 
for freedom and was in the Nationalist 
and was a close associate of our top-ranking 
National leaders & fighters 50 years ago. Now he is old and 
invalided, but he has done a good thing in Putting in writing 
all that he remembers vinidly of this phase of our national 
history, which ultimately brought our freedom, 

Ishall be very happy if this book can be Published, and 
in this way Permanently preserved. I whole heartedy support 


any measure or movement to enable Sti Dutta to bring out 
this book. 


Movement, 


September 25, 


Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee 
1961 


National Professor in Humanities, 
Govt. of India. 

Sri Akshoy Kumar D 
for freedom of India. 
“ataa ASCH atr” y based on his personal reminis- 
ences. This book wi 
history of over nationa 
800d cause would Serve 


utta is known to me 
He has written 


Any Contribution 


in this 
a great Purpose, 


Shri Devaprasad Chatterjee M.A., M.L.C. 
Councilor 
Calcutta Corporation, 


This is a book of our pride. 


Dr. Kalidas Nag. 


_ BENGAL’S FIGHT FOR PREEDO! 


——_ 


CHAPTERI 


East Bengal. 


In the year 1905, the then Presidency of Bengal was 
divided under the viceroyalty of Lord Curzon, into two 
separate provinces. The eastern districts along with 
Assam were constituted into the province of East Bengal 
and Assam and the western districts together with 
Bihar and Orissa became another province. The 
thoughtful and educated section of the people of Bengal 
could easily realise this partition of the province would 
have a disastrous effect on the culture, tradition and 
national spirit of the Bengali speaking race whose 
patriotic fervour was a dread to the ruling british 
power. So they lost no time before launching an 
organised agitation in opposition to the separation of 
the province. But before long they side-tracked the 
anti-partition agitation to start a new campaign for the 
boycott of British goods. This new movement became 
in-fact the first swadeshi movement and was one of the 
early footsteps towards the achievement of national 
freedom. The entire leadership of the movement fell 
on the shoulders of the great patriotic son of Bengal 
Aswini Kumar Dutta, well known for his piety, scholar- 


(2m) 


“ship and unflinching devotion to the country’s cause 
who happened to be my own revered preceptor. He 
was the originator of the idea of the boycott movement. 
Within a very short time a huge volunteer organisa 
grew up in the city of Barisal A particular responsi- 
bility had to be shouldered by me as the chief organiser 
of volunteer bands. Our advisor was professor 
Surendra Narayan Mitra of B. M. College. On one 
occasion prof. Mitra was holding a parade of a 
volunteer band of about 150 boys on Judge’s Maidan 
adjacent to the District Magi 
the day before the date of t iti 
Barisal. The Magistrate was told by his Path 
guard in reply to his query that these peo 
shouting, “bind the English and beat them”, 
the pathan’s version of our repeate 
mataram’. The Magistrate the 
with a posse of constables 


tion 


This was 
d cries of ‘Bande- 


n appeared on the scene 
and turned out the v 


s olunteers 
from the Maidan by force. 
, The Boycott Movement adopted a three-fold course 
of action for its success, 


The first was to picket the 
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men to desist from washing any foreign clothes of 
their customers. The third course of action was to take 
steps to prevent persons wearing foreign cloth from 
being shaved and dressed by the barbars of the city. 
When a public meeting was held to give effect to these 
proposals, almost all barbars, washermen and stationery 
shop owners took a vow to agree to the „boycott 
measures. It was found eventually that these people 
scrupulously carried out their promises. But in the 
case of foreign cloth our success came only after we 
could surmount the tremendous opposition of the 
whole-sale cloth dealers who subjected us to many 
hardships and cruelties. 

About this time chittagong became another centre 
of the swadeshi movement under the distinguished 
leadership of the late Jatra Mohan Sen, father of 


' Deshapriya Jatindra Mohan Sen. Great leaders came 


up at the other centres too, such as Ananda Chandra Roy 
at Dacca, Anath Bandhu Guha at Mymensingh, the 
patriotic Barrister Aboul Rassul at Comilla and at 
Faridpur the illustrious Ambica Charan Mazumder, 
a far-famed orator and freedom fighter. All these 
gentlemen carried on the agitation in their respective 
districts with unflinching devotion to the cause. 
Barisal was the centre of the movement and bustled 
with intense activity. We the volunteers went round 
the various localities singing inspiring patriotic songs 
and shouting the slogan ‘bandemataram’. These songs 
began to thrill the hearts of people and rouse them 
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with a strong sense of nationalism. Three of such 
songs are noted here which may interest our readers. 
“Let me lay down my life, if need be, for the sake 
of my Motherland with the cry of ‘bandemataram 
in my lips. Am I such a son of my mother that Í 
shall be forced to forget Her by means of canes and 
batons ? Gone is the fear of the bogey of red shirts 
and red turbans. The fear of death vanishes the 
moment you utter the Mother’s name” The author 
of this stirring Song was the famous editor of the 


s Aswini Kumar Dutta. 
“Bengal mine, Mother 


thou look pale, why is 
grief, what penury, what shame, hat wo ‘ 

when seven crores of s y W has t thou, 
voice? We thy children ni Other’ in one 
of thy Misery, 


3 » not 
Pratapaditya fi sheep 


ght to make 
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if we are true to the sacred blood of such heroes flowing 
in our veins.” The song came from the pen of Dwijendra 
Lal Roy, the famons poet-patriot. We began to collect 
foreign clothes going from house to house some of us 
were put to much disgrace and were even assualted 
by some Government Officials during this campaign. 
But with our infinite patience and indomitable courage 
we withstood all that. Fear had no place in our 
hearts. Sometimes we would lie down at the door steps 
of some householders. Some householders would pour 
water on us even in the cold season just to drive us 
out, but we would stay on still and at times have a 
peep into the householders feasting on delicacies when 
at last some kind matrons would throw away their 
foreign made clothes into our hands. In this way we 
collected more than three thousand pieces of foreign 
clothes. These clothes were placed in heaps and made 
bonfire of. Whenever such a bonfire took place, people 
gathered in large numbers and cheered us with loud 
acclamations. 

Immediately after the starting of the swadeshi 
movement in Bengal, similar movements began in the 
Punjab and Maharastra. Lala Lajpat Roy was the 
accredited leader in the Punjab, and in Maharashtra it 
was Lokomnya Tilak and Gopalkrislhna Gokhale, the 
powerful and far sighted statesmen on whom the 
leadership fell. But Barisal in Bengal continued to be 
the vortex of the entire agitation. When Aswini Kumar 
Dutta addressed a nationalist gathering, thousand 
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earnest and patriotic hearts throbbed in unison with 
each fiery word that fell from his lips. Not only that, 
all without ©xception took a vow to follow his 
leadership in Suffering and Sacrificing everything for 
the national cause. That © great leader would often 
Meetings at different places on 
by his initiative and under his 
valiant leadership that the first Provincial National 
Congress was convened at Barisal, There was a large 


Tiotic leaders from 


at patriot Surendra 
Nath Banerjee the unquestioned 


- He was however released on 
bail soon after, He was tried the next day and fined 
Rs. 200/- The o gress elected 


Barrister Abul Rasul its President. He was one of 
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of those seriously assaulted by the police was Chitta- 
rajan Guha Thakurta, the young son of Monoranjan 
Guha Thakurta, Speaker and patriot of Barisal, who 
when he went to see his son in the Police hospital 
lying almost hidden under a heap of bandage, 
exclaimed “my son you have brought glory to my 
family.” The British rulers thought that such 
indiscriminate cruelties and persecutions would damp 
the enthusiasm of the people and gradually put a stop 
to the movement. But police violence only helped to 
aggravate it. 

Shortly after these incidents another devoted son 
ofthe motherland, Moulavi Liaquat Hussain, arrived 
from Calcutta and joined hands with the leader Aswimi 
Kumar Dutta. He too delivered fiery speeches at many 
of the swadeshi meetings. He was terribly anti British 
and his burning words could not be easily swallowed 
by the ruling classes. So he was very soon brought to 
trial for sedition and sentenced to four years’ rigorous 
imprisonment. Before pronouncing the sentence, the 
trying Judge, Mr. Cargil told the Moulavi that if he 
executed a bond declaring that he would not address 
any public meeting and would sever all direct 
and indirect connection with the swadeshi movement, 
he would be let off, otherwise he would be - 
sentenced to long term imprisonment. But the fearless 
Maulavi boldly declared in the Court, “To go to jail 
for the sake of my country is a paradise for me, it is 
not jail life but it is freedom from bondage.” He 
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thanked the judge and walked into prison with heroic 
steps. His undaunted courage and fearless patriotism 
has remained a beacon light for future devotees to the 
cause of motherland. 

When reports of these activities reached Maharastra, 
the patriotic Gopalkrishna Gokhale decided to pay 
a visit to Barisal and meet the leaders and to have a 
personal view of the current of events. But having 
suddenly taken ill he deputed his personal secretary 
Gopal Krishna Rao for the purpose. The latter came 
and studied our activities in every detail and was fully 
satisfied with what he saw. We still recall his glowing 
address to the patriots of Bengal as full of stirring 
sentiments which inflamed us with a stronger fire of 
patriotism and filled our hearts with respect for his 
ardent nationalism. 


The wave of the swadeshi movement of Bengal 


d roused a good deal 


CERE 


leader Aswini Kumar Dutta. Barrister J}. Chowdhury, the 
spirited son-in-law of Surendra Nath Banerjee accom- 
panied Mr. Hardie to Barisal as his guide. Aswini 
Kumar received Keir Hardie with due honour and 
cordiality and took him round the city to see the 
various centres of activities. He was shown the actual 
spot of the broken-up conference with its demolished 
pandal and traces of violence by the police. Sri Aswini 
Kumar Dutta introduced Mr. Hardie to the important 
gentry of the area among whom Nawab Muhammad 
Hossain and Nawdb Motahar Hossain of Saistabad 
are specially noteworthy. After spending three days 
at Barisal, Keir Hardie proceeded to Dacca. 

On the eve of his departure for Dacca, Hardie came 
to take leave of Aswini Kumar and said “I feel honoured 
in having the opportunity to come into contact with 
you. You are as wise and farsighted as Solomon. 
“England” he continued, has fallen into a moral decas’ 
dence ; had England possessed about four or five men 
of your moral standing, there would not have been 
such a deterioration of our morals. I have grown old 
and my days are numbered.” With these parting words 
he shook hands with the veteran leader and departed 
with a salute. 

At the time of Mr. Hardie’s arrival, public meetings 
and even the assembly of four or five persons were 
banned by the orders of the District Magistrate. After 
visiting Dacca Keir Hardie went over to Mymensingh 
where he was extremely dissatisfied with the treatment 
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meted out to him and his party by the Magistrate. 
The ill treatment centred round Mr. J. Chowdhuri 
who was the chief companion and guide of Mr 
Hardie during his tour: When Mr. Hardie had been 
on a visit to the local gaol, the Magistrate refused 
admittance to Mr. Chowdhuri in an extremely rude 
manner. But Mr. J. Chowdhuri was not a man to 
take this insult lying down. He burst out with a 
violent retort, ““Can’t you speak civilly? Your words 
bespeak of low breeding. What do you take me for ? 
You should know that English gentlemen of much 
higher status than yours—whose feet you would feet 
honoured to lick are my comrades in arms.” The 
Magistrate could only stand still like a block of wood 
and swallow the stunning rebuke of Mr. Chowdhuri 
in utter amazement. This incident was too much for 
Mr. Hardie to agree to visit the Mymensingh gaol and 
he returned on his way back to Calcutta. While 
leaving for London he addressed a 
leaders of the Movement who ha 
Calcutta Port to see him off. 


few words to the 
d assembled at the 


“Patriots are highly. 
country but 
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endurance and I pray to God to fulfil your hopes and. 
ambitions, After his arrival back in England, he 
wrote out a full and detailed report of the swadeshi- 
movement in Bengal and submitted it to the Parlia- 
ment in due course. 

The Conservative Govt. of Britain however put 
Mr. Hardie’s report in cold storage. In the meantime 
the period of ban for meetings and processions expired, 
and our leaders resumed the agitation with reinforced 
vigour and enthusiasm and numerous public meetings 
at different centres began to carry again the message 
of freedom to every hearth and home in Bengal. 
Gurudeva Aswini Kumar’s speeches were as much 
instinct with patriotic fervour as they were inspired 
by an intense spiritual ardour. We are yet to hear 
such stirring and inspiring speeches from any of our 
politicians. To hear him speak would remind one 
of the inspired utterances of Garivaldi the emancipator 
of Italy. One would also recall in him the fervent 
oratory of the American statesman Henry Patrick. 
One of Aswini Kumar’s favourite perorations was “Oh 
God, if it be Thy will that some lives should be 
sacrificed in the fight for the country’s freedom let 
mine be the first.” Henry Patrick too used semetimes 
to close his speeches with a similar utterance. He 
used to say “What course others will take I don’t 
know, but as for myself, give me liberty of give me 
death”, When he addressed a religious gathering, 
his words were glowing with a spiritual fervour nO 
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dess warm than that of Stephen. 


His heart was 
as full of mercy as th 
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to approach him direct from the water, 
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police officer of the sadar police station named Bacheed 
Mian sent a pair of his old foreign made shoes for 
repair to Ramcharan Muchi a leading cobbler of 
Barisal. On Ramcharan refusing to mend the foreign 
made shoes, he was mercilessly beaten by a couple 
of constables sent from the police station by the said 
officer. On hearing of the incident, Aswini Kumar 
ran to the cobbler’s rescue and embraced him with 
tears in his eyes as a true lover of the country. A 
barbar and a washerman too were similarly treated 
by policemen. Whenever such instances of the common- 
man’s suffering in the cause of swadeshi arose, Aswini 
Kumar went personally to meet the concerned men, 
embraced them aud rewarded them. He considered 
these people as true devotees of Lord Krishna and 
felt it a privilege to take these so called untouchables 
into his arms. One such member of the so-called 
untouchable community was Bhegai Halder whom 
Aswini Kumar considered one of his chief 
desciples as being a true lover of the country and of 
Lord Krishna. This man had a good deal of property, 
all of which he gave away in charity for the cause 
of education. Aswini Kumar sometimes returned home 
bare bodied after giving away his clothes to the poor 
who had nothing to wear on their back. Whoever 
came in contact with Aswini Kumar did not fail to 
receive a measure of his kindness and to feel purified 
and uplifted by his example and precept. If on reading 
these anecdotes, any of my readers should think 
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that I am going too far in the extravagant. praise of 


my preceptor Aswini Kumar, to him my reply is that — 


he was harbouring a misconception, Iam not a wor- 
shipper of man, but I do honour humanity and human 
values as embodied in great men, whoever has read 
Aswini Kumar’s ‘Bhaktiyoga’ must have realised his 
greatness as an outstanding thinker and expounder of 
Teligious truths. 

Soon after Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi arrived 
in India from South Africa, and before he had 
founded the Savarmati Ashram, I had once gone to 
pay a visit to him. On being told that I hailed from 
Barisal and came of a Dutta famil 
knew Aswini Kumar Dutta, Ireplied that he was m 
Guru and that I was proud to 
then remarked, “He is my Gu 
to Gandhiji. “How could h 


r winikumar and 
particularly by i i i 
“His words”, 
Of patriotism in my heart.” 


ys of the swadeshi movement I was 
© months and after my release I was 
arrested again. But on the latter occasion I escaped 
imprisonment by a secret intervension- of Gurudeb 
Aswini Kumar, 


A’ superior officer of the Intelligence 
Department, Kali Kishore Chowdhury was an admirer 


— 
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of Gurudeb and he it was that managed to obtain my 
release at the instance of Gurudeb. Subsequent to this 
I had on many more occasions committed such crimes 
as might merit imprisonment in those days but some 
how I was not jailed again. 

After the breaking up of the Congress Session by 
the police, a large number of armed Gurkhas were 
posted at various points in Barisal. When my 
volunteer bands went out for picketting the 
shops and business centres they were often roughly 
handled by these Gurkhas and were dispersed by 
means of lathi charges. I too did not escape from 
attack by these Gurkhas. The pains which I suffered 
from such. attacks gave me more joy than physical 
pain. About the middle of 1908, the anti-partition 
agitation reached the peak of intensity. The Govern- 
ment could no longer put up with the increasing 
momentum of the agitation and arrested its leader 
Aswini Kumar as well as his secretary and a chief 
collaborator Prof. Satish Chatterjee and deported both 
of them, Aswini Kumar's arrest raised a wave of 
grief and foratime the people of East Bengal were at 
a loss how to proceed in his absence. For a long 
while before he took active part in the swadeshi 
movement, Aswini Kumar had been suffering from 
diabetes. He had been medically advised not to 
address public meetings or engage himself in intellecual 
activities, but he paid no heed fo it. Many a time he 
had to forego his food and rest inorder to address 
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meetings. In 1906 the Annual Session of the Indian 
National Congress was being held in Calcutta. The 
venerable octogenarian leader Dadabhai Nowroji was 
its President. At this time Aswini Kumar was the 
unquestioned leader of the National Movement in 
Bengal. At the end of the Congress Session, at an 
informal Meeting of the all India Congress leaders 
from various Provinces consisting of the President 
Dadabhai Nowroji, Lokmanya Tilak, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Pandit Madan mohon Malaviya, Sankaran Nair, 
R. N. Mudholkar and others a Tequest was conveyed 
to Aswini Kumar to agree to be the President of the 
Congress for its next annual session. Bengli leaders. 
Rastraguru Surendra Nath Banerjee, Bipin Chandra 


Pal, Motilal Ghosh, Byomkesh Chakravarti, 


7 


and Jotindra Nath Roy 
orted the proposal. But 
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Continued exertions, the hardships of irregular diets 
and rest and unstinted labour not only in the cause 
of freedom struggle, but also of the poverty stricken 
multitudes, shattered his health. After sixteen 
months of untold hardship in exile he obtained his 
release and returned to his native place almost Jike a 
broken reed. Thenceforth it became physically impo- 
ssible for him to resume the active leadership of 
the great movement which was so dear to him. While 
going on exile he had carried with him a small lump 
of earth from his place of birth and wore a part of 
it on his person in a talisman. 

At the initial stages of this great movement Barisal 
was noted for astute leadership and well disciplined 
organisation. Needless to say, Barisal had taken the 
lead in this matter. Hundreds of volunteers did not 
swerve from their duty even in the face of mer- 
ciless belabouring by the Goorkha troops and the police, 
with bleeding bodies but lips still uttering ‘‘bande- 
mataram”? In most places the local people rendered 
every possible help to the youths by providing them 
with food, drinking water and change of clothes, medical 
help, not to speak of their unbounded sympathy 
which came out in the form of tears in their eyes. 
In fact it was an amazing sight for the people how 
these young swadeshi volunteers withstood with un- 
daunted morale all the violence and abuse of the 
police. There was another side of the picture too. 
Not a small number of high government officials and 
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some moneyed men took delight in ridiculing and 
abusing these youngmen, sometimes even with inde- 
cent gestures. When they happened to see any of 
these volunteers, they would remark. “Look at these 
‘soldiers’ who want to liberate the country from 
foreign rule. What weapons have they to fight with 
but mere words? They are fool to dream that the 
redoubtable British Power which has no parallel in the 
world will take to its heels on hearing their shouts of 
‘bandemataram’ The sound of a few gun shots will 
be enough to drive away these Bandemataram soldiers 
into holes and corners to save their lives. These imma- 
ture youths seem to be off their heads.” Such abuses 
were treated with every contempt by our young com- 
rades who steeled themselves with enough discipline 
and endurance. Their patience and self restraint are 
beyond praise. 

When the movement had gained some momentum 
towards the autumn of 1905 a good deal of financial 
difficulty was felt by the leaders, It was necessary to 
maintain with creature-comforts the 
spread themselves out 
outlying areas for propagating the 
cause. A social service organisation under the name 
of Barisal Seva Samiti had been founded sometime 
earlier for promoting the welfare of the common man. 
its founder and moving spirit was the same Aswini 
Kumar whose devoted leadership was already guiding 
the movement in general. Donations and subscrip- 


minimum 
hundreds of workers who had 
into various 
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tions from charitable citzens and wealthy villagers 
used to pour in as usual but the increasing tempo 
of activity and the widening area of propaganda 
required more and more financial backing. For this 
Aswini Kumar himself had to go round with the 
beggar’s bowl. Even poor villagers in remote corners 
came forward with their mite, not to speak of some 
important zaminders and land owners. The largest 
response came from the village of Gaila which was 
among the more advanced in education and prosperity. 
Here Aswini Kumar’s personal friend Maulavi Wazid 
Ali, a rich land owner and Govt. pleader gave a subs- 
tantial donation. This gentleman was the father of 
Maulavi A. K. Fazlool Haque whose eminent role in 
the national struggle of the years to come is a matter 
of later history. Also worthy of note here are the 
names of the two barrister brothers Mir Motahar 
Hossain and Mir Muhammad Hossain, sons of the 
nawab of Saistabad. These gentlemen donated Rs. 4000 
immediately and might have given more at a later 
date. Shortly after this a certain wealthy merchant of 
Barisal Chauk Bazar approached Aswini Kumar and 
told him in confidence that Raja Sreenath Roy of 
Bhagyakul who had arrived at Barisal on the preceding 
day had been speaking very highly of him ( Aswini 
Kumar ), having drawn great inspiration from the 
reading of his Bhaktiyoga, and added that if Aswini 
Kumar could pay hima visit he would at once come 
forward with a rich donation. Hearing this Aswini 
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Kumar requested the merchant to see the Raja at once 
and fix up an early engagement for him to pay a visit 
to the latter. When told about Aswini Kumar’s in- 
tention to visit him by previous appointment Raja 
Sreenath Roy himself called at Aswini Kumar’s house 


the same evening and said to him with folded palms “Sir | 


here l am at your service. Just order me what to do” 
At this Aswini Kumar was much moved and as he 
tried to bow down and touch his feet, the Raja 
prevented him and held him in a warm embrace. 
Aswini Kumar said with tears of joy “He who s 
that he is servant of others deserves th 
You have made me your slave by your modesty and 
humanity”. This union of two ardent souls was almost 
adivine sight and touched the h 
This Raja gave a sum of Rs, 1500 
hands for the propagation of the 
up. Another wealthy land-owner, the generous and 
public spirited Golam Nabi of Gopalpur was a faithful 
friend and patron of Aswini Kumar, He used to 
make frequent remittances to Aswini Kumar. This 
zaminder along with another noteworthy supporter 
of the cause, Barrister Mir Motahir Hossain often 
participated in public meetings at Aswini Kumar’s call 
and delivered speeches. While accepting these dona- 


zid and Raja Sri 


ays 
e homage of all. 


earts of all present, 
0 to Aswini Kumars 
cause he had taken 


names or the amounts given. But for the timely 
financial help of Raja Sri 


ee 


( 21 ) 


difficult for Aswini Kumar to carry the struggle to that 
pitch of intensity which made Barisal famous and 
made the Barisal Conference the awakener of the 
patriotic conscience of the whole of India. The story 
of the organisation of this Conference and its break 
up by the ruling authorities should be written in letters 
of gold in the history of India’s struggle for freedom. 
It may be noted here in passing that Raja Srinath 
Roy’s charities were usually done in secret. His purse 
was always open and unstinted in support of his needy 
subjects and even of the poor and helpless every- 
where. Such open hearted generosity on the part of 
Raja Srinath Roy was an example and inspiration for 
the landed aristocracy of Bengal. 


CHAPTER II 


West Bengal 


The antipartition movement in West Bengal began 
in August 1905 about the same time that it started 
in East Bengal. The overall leadership here went 
naturally to the accredited national hero Surendra 
Nath Banerji. Other notable leaders who devoted 
themselves heart and soul to the preaching and propa- 
gative of the nationalist cause were Bipin Chanda Pal 
the scholar and orator, Syamsundar Chakravarti the 
fearless journalist, Manoranjan Guha Thakurata the 
indefatigable fighter, Krishnakumar Mitra the great 
leader of social reform and editor Sanjibani, Bhupendra- 
nath Bose a leading lawyer of Calcutta High Court, 
the saintly Brahmabandhab Upadhyaya who renoun- 
ced all worldly comforts to serve the country and 
Kaliprasanna Kavyavisharada the editor of the eminent 
Bengali paper Hitabadi. The neverfailing friend and 
patron of them all was Raja Subodhchandra Mullick, 
from whose hands money flowed freely. Bipinchandra 
Pal’s fiery eloquence never failed to rouse patriotic 
fervour even in hearts of stone. Numerous patriotic 
Songs were composed which when sung in public 
meetings, raised a wave of inspiration and electrified 
the atmosphere. Another effective orator was Sachin- 
draprasad Basu whose speeches too were highly enlive- 
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ning. Meanwhile Sri Aurabindo Ghosh (later Sri 
Aurabindo of Pondichery fame) gave up 4 lucrative 
position in Baroda and returned to Calcutta to take up | 
the Principalship of the National College which was 
set up as a counter to the usual education system of 
the British model in the country. He was destined 
to be an unquestioned leader and guide of the youth 
of Bengal. Within a short time he took up the editor- 
ship of the daily paper “The Bandemataram’’ and ' 
poured forth measures of militant nationalism 
through its columns. Raja Subodhchandra Mullick 
financed this paper and the purchase of its press. This 
paper had already established itself as a leading 
nationalist daily with Bipia Chandra Pal as its editor. 
Not long after, the ruling powers sniffed an air of 


“sedition in one of the articles of “The Bandemataram” 


and prosecuted Aurobindo. The authorities however 
failed to prove that Aurobindo was the editor of 
‘The Bandemataram’, and they acquitted Aurobindo, but 
jailed its printer and confiscated the printing press. 
Bipin Chandra Pal was summoned by the Govt. to 
give a deposition against Aurobindo Ghosh. In response 
to the summons Bipin Chandra Pal appeared at the 
court but refused to give evidence. It was the Govt’s 
intention to prove their case by making Bipin Chandra 
Pal declare that Aurobindo Ghosh was the editor of 
‘The Bandemataram’. But Bipin Chandra Pal’s refusal 
to give evidence spoiled their case. In consequence 
Bipin Chandra Pal was prosecuted for contempt of 
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court and sentenced to six month’s imprisonment. 
By thus courting imprisonment this great leader rose 


and more throughout India. 
In Calcutta too boycott 


gan to sentence these 
youngmen to the hardest Possible punishment and 
even used foul and indecent language in uttering his 
Sentence. This treatment in the hands of the police 
crowned with the vendetta of magistrates ` like 
Kingsford did Not fail to rouse Severe indignation 
among the generality of the educated youth who felt 


Their sense of 


Indian associates, 


a brewing conspiracy, they 
Kingsford from Calcutta 


- Zot scent of 
transferred magistrate 
to Muzzaffarpur.. Some 
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youngmen had in the meantime set up a secret work- 
shop at Maniktolla in Calcutta for the purpose of 
making bombs powerful enough to kill at one stroke. 
Two such bombs were secretly carried by two teenaged 
youths named Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki 
with the intention to kill Kingsford. One day 
Khudiram, and Prafulla Chaki lay in ambush near 
Kingsfords quarters with bombs in their possession 
just to use them at the opportune moment when 
Kingsford came within their reach. Unluckily for 
these youths, though Kingsford’s carriage was seen 
coming out, its occupants were one Mrs. Kennedy and 
another English lady whom the youngmen mistook 
for Kingsford and threw their bombs on them and 
killed them outright. Khudiram was apprehended a little 
later on his way to escape, sent up for trial and 
executed on the gallows. Khudiram was the first 
martyr of the Indian freedom struggle. Prafulla Chaki 
ran away to Barauni and when about to be caught at 
the local railway station he escaped arrest by suicide, 
Meanwhile the police obtained intelligence about the 
secret manufacture of bombs at Maniktolla and raided 
the place, arrested those present and seized the 
materials for the making of bombs. Among those 
taken into custody at the time were Barindrakumat 
Ghosh leader of the revolution and his associates 
‘Kanail Lal Dutta, Ullaskar Dutta, Upendra Nath 
Banerji, Abinash Chandra Bhattacharyya, Satyendra 
Bose, Narendranath Goswami and Nirapada Roy: 
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Mr. Beachcroft. 
Aurobindo Ghos 
England. Auro 
the so called co 
being the lead 
trial assumed 
as the famous Alipore Bomb Case. Mr. Norton, the 


of the prosecu- 
tion case on behalf of the Govt. Mr. Ashutosh Biswas 
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published the news with big head lines like “Terrible 
Pal is coming.” 

Not long after Bipin Chandra Pal’s departure for 
England six of the important leaders of the movement, 
Messrs Aswini Kumar Datta, Satish Chandra Chatterji.. 
Raja Subodh Chandra Mallik, Manoronjan Guha 
Thakurata, Syam Sundar Chakravarti and Krishna 
Kumar Mitra were arrested and sentenced to deporta- 
tion. Had Bipin Chandra Pal been present in India 
at the time, he too might have been deported. 

During the hearing of the Alipore Bomb Case, the 
police managed to persuade one of the accused 
Narendra Goswami to be an approver. This enraged 
his co-accused all of whom planned a furious revenge. 
A pistol was smuggled into the gaol, undoubtedly by 
the friends of the accused, though there isa heresay 
that a sister of Barindra Kumar Ghosh brought it 
hidden under her clothes while visiting her brother. 
This pistol was promptly utilised by accused Kanailal 
Datta to kill approver Narendra Goswami within the 
gaol premises. This incident roused a good deal of 
sensation in the whole country. Kanailal Datta was 
summarily tried and hanged for murder. While 
Kanailal was placed on the gallows, the Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta was present there. When the hangman > 
rope was being fastened round his neck he shouted 
“Couldn’t you make the noose a bit less tight? Itis 
aching me”. The gaoler standing by ordered the rope 
to be loosened which was done, and in a moment 
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Kanailabs life was extinct. Accused Satyendranath 
Bose was also condemned to death for aiding and 
abetting Kanailal and was duly executed. The Lord 
Bishop, who had heard Kanailal’s last words on the 
gallows wrote in the Press the very next day, “A 
country which produces such fearless young patriots 
cannot remain long under foreign domination.” 
Within a few days of these incidents, another sensational 
murder took place. The victim was Asutosh Biswas 
the lawyer assisting the Prosecuting Counsel Mr 
Norton. Asutosh Biswas was killed by a revolut 
Tight in front of the Alipore Court. 


> 
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tionary activities kept up the atmosphere of terrorising 
the ruling powers. Things went on thus till the- 
coronation of King George V late in 1911. The King 
and Queen of England visited India and held a Durbar 
in Delhi in which the momentous decision that 
divided Bengal be re-united, was announced. Thus 
Lord Curzon’s “settled” action of Bengal partition was 
unsettled and ‘completely annulled. Thus the anti- 
partition agitation of the people of Bengal was crowned 
with success. This however did not slow down the 
pace of the freedom movement which was an offshoot 
of the antipartition movement. The revolutionary _ 
youth of Bengal were determined to paralyse the 
British administration by violent attacks, wherever and 
Whenever possible on the British Rulers and their 
supporters. Their activities took the shape of sporadic 
attacks, often with fatal results on turbulent executive 
officers and policemen. While the police left no stone 
unturned to unearth the revolutionary hideouts and 
punish the socalled rebels with imprisonment or 
execution, their numbers went on increasing and their 
activities began extending all over Bengal and even 
Outside. Such revolutionary activities became the 
order of the day till the advent of two new leaders like 
Jatindramohan Sen Gupta and Subhash Chandra Bose 
with their fresh ideas. 

It has been already mentioned that Aurobindo 
Ghosh came down to Bengal after resigning a high 


Position in Baroda and became Principal for a time 
of the National College in Calcutta and afterwards. 
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took-up the editorship of Bandemataram’ daily. ide 

-he was staying’ ifi the Bandemataram office in t 

` house of: Raja: Subodh Chandra Mallik, I took the 
opportunity to get myself acquainted with him with a 
letter of introduction from our leader Bipin Chandra 
Pal. I was cordially received by Aurobindo who kindly 
remarked that I had no need to carry a letter of in- 
troduction. During my brief visit I could notice that 
his mind was terribly exercised over the question of 
complete liberation of the motherland. I had an 
occasion of another meeting whith Aurobindo Ghosh 
shortly after his release from custody on acquittal in 
the Alipore Bomb Case. This was in May 1909 when 
many of our leaders were behind the bar or in 
deportation. My purpose of the visit was to obtain 


a first hand knowledge as to his plans and ide 


as in 
connection with the con 


tinuation of the movement. 
I was however struck with amazement at the very sight 
of this great man. I found that he was not the same 
Aurobindo as I had seen before. He appeared like a 
yogi transported to a transcendent height in meditation, 
His face was beaming with a divine splendour, I 
ventured to putin “We all are eagerly looking upto 
you for a new leadership ; We keenly feel the need 
for you to come out and 

for a long while and at last said Pensively “I cannot 
Say anything at present.” He 

pated himself from all w 


and his only care. was to devote himself entirely to 
other worldly things, 
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CHAPTER Ill 


A tribute to Swami Vivekananda. 


The roie of Swami Vivekananda in the Swadeshi Movement. 


We may. recall here the names of some ardent souls 
who helped to rouse the patriotic instinct of the people 
pressed down into serfdom by nearly 800 years of 
foreign domination. One of the earliest of these was 

* Raja Ram Mohan Roy the first and second was poet 
Iswarchandra Gupta. He sang his song of emancipa- ` 
tion to his down trodden countrymen. more than 125 
years ago. Next we may pay our grateful tribute to 
poet Rangalal Bandyopadhyaya who called upon his 
“countrymen to take up arms for liberating the Mother- 
land. One of his poems ran thus. “Blessed is he who 
born and bred in this land rushes forward to sacrifice 
his life to free his country from bondage”. The 
prophetic Bankim Chandra Chatterji came out now 
-with his great war-cry of bandemataram which became 
a charm to conjure within the hearts of all Indians 
regardless of provincial and linguistic differences. 
About the same time poet Hemchandra roused a wave 
of patriotism throughout the country through the 
trumpet call of an ascetic who sang. “Blow my 
trumpet, blow this message, all nations are free in their 
own land, all are enjoying the glory of a free atmos- 
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phere, all are awake and alert in keeping their national 


honour, when India alone is in slumber” etc. When the 


air of the country was surcharged with such enlivening 
sentiments there appeared a God-intoxicated saint, an 
inspired prophet and an ardent patriot in the person of 
Swami Vivekananda. He moved through the length 
and breadth of India delivering fiery speeches exhorting 
his countrymen to wake up from their age-long slumber 
and shake off all their lethargy in order to build up 
a new and independent India. He was a devoutly 
religious spirit and preached the vedantic ideal of 
emancipation which sent a responsive echo in the 
inmost chords of every patriotic Indian’s heart. He 
Went across the seas to Europe, England and America 
and opened the eyes of the world to the real picture 
of India’s past glory and present slavery. When he 
returned from his overseas tours he was given a rousing 
Ovation at every place in India he set his foot on. 
Mass public meetings were held in Calcutta, Madras 
and other places where the response of the public was 
immediate. In Calcutta a reception in Vivekananda’s 
honour was organised by Raja Binoykrishna Deb, 
Rajnarayan Basu, Rashbehari Ghosh, Motilal Ghosh, 
Amritalal Bose, Surendranath Banerji and other leading 
personalities in the field of culture, religion, social 


reform and political revolution. At this meeting 
Swamiji re-emphasized his great message of liberation 
and called upon the people to unite and take a vow 


to make the country free from bondage by sacrificing 


? 
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everything. In a similar meeting in Madras Swamiji 
declared, “Let us work hard; this is no time for 
Sleep. Arise, awake and see our motherland seated 
in her eternal throne” etc. Roused by the thrilling 
Message of Swami Vivekananda, the leaders of our 
freedom struggle invigorated themselves with fresh 
enthusiasm in their activities. At one of the memorial 
Meetings after Swamiji’s passing away, our leader 
Aswini Kumar remarked. “Had Swamiji remained 
alive the gaining of freedom would have been achieved 
with rapid strides”. Similar sentiments were expressed 
by Netaji Subhash Chandra also who held Swamiji as 
his lifelong Guru in the path of liberating the 
motherland. 


Birendranath Shasmal. 


Sometime before Deshabandhu Chitta Ranjan 
built up the Swarajya Party of which more will be 
said later, Birendranath Shasmal, young landlord of 
Midnapur took the lead in carrying the freedom 
Movement into the villages of West Bengal with 
Midnapur, his native city as the centre. In the mean- 
time the Government had passed certain laws for the for- 
mation of Union Boards ostensibly for organising Local 
Self Government in the villages, but actually for the pur- 
Pose of countering patriotic activities by manning these 


3 


( 34 ) 


Unions with loyalist supporters of the. British, He 
started an intense agitation for boycott of these 
Union Boards and for refusal to pay taxes to these 
Boards. He outmanouvered the executive and the 
police authorities in such a way that the villagers who 
stood solidly behind him in the ‘no tax campaign,’ 
succeeded in paralysing the Union Board activities. 
He wasa silver tongued orater and his speeches acted 
like a magnet to attract thousands upon thousands 
to join the ‘no tax campaign’. He was at the same 
time a gentle and generous personality and easily 
made friends with anybody he came into contact with. 
He wore himself out by relentless activity in the cause 
he took up. He hardly knew any rest in the midst 
of his tours and campaigns. As a result he met 
with an untimely death, He endeared himself so much 
to the people that after his death people honoured 
him with the title “Deshapran” (One who identified 
himself with the soul of the Motherland ). He made 
unique sacrifices for rendering service to the country, 
counted imprisonment many times and lost most of 
his wealth and property for serving the country. 

Under his leadership the non co-operation of 
Mahatma Gandhi was successfully carried into the 
heart of Bengal villages. He was among the first of 
barristers of Bengal to give up a lucrative practice 
at the Bar in response to Gandhiji’s call to boycott 
the British Law Courts which was one of the main 
lines of action in the non co-operation movement. 
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After him many more leading lawyers in every province 
gave up their practice. The names of such lawyers 
form a glorious galaxy, as for instance Deshabandhu 
Chittaranjan, Jatindra Mohan Sen Gupta and Sarat 
Chandra Bose in Bengal, Motilal Nehru in Allahabad, 
M. R: Jayakar in Maharashtra, Srinibas Ayyangar 
in Madras, Lala Lajpat Rai in the Punjab, Dr. 
Abhayankar in Madhya Pradesh and T. R. Phookan 
in Assam. 

Birendranath Sasmal’s ‘no tax campaign’ in 


Opposition to the Union Board’s had rised to such 


a pitch of intensity and the workers under him were 
so well organised and disciplined that the ruling 
authorities had to yield to the popular demand. 
They had no alternative but to amend the Union 
Board Regulations under the Local Self Government 
Act and withdraw its objectionable provisions. This 
victory of Birendranath Sasmal in leading a popular 
opposition to the mischievous provisions of a British 
legislation was hailed all over the country as a glorious 
achievement and the first successful No Tax Movement 
in India and it endeared Sasmal still more to the hearts 
of the people. It was about ten years later in 1930 
that Mahatma Gandhi with the assistance of Sardar 
Ballabhai Patel started his well known No Tax 
Campaign at Bardoli in Gujarat, but Gandliji’s No 
Tax agitation had eventually to be suspended through 


the cunning manouvre of the British Government. 
Another instance of Birendranath Sasmal’s 
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successful lead to the Bengali people was the way i? 
which the untenable claim of the people of Orissa to 
have the Midnapur District of Bengal included in the 
newly proposed Orissa Province. Sasmal proved by 
reference to historical facts, statistical records and 
census reports that Midnapur has always been a Bengali 
District and that the Oriyas could never have any 
lawful claim to Midnapur in their new province and. 
his arguments were presented in such an incontroverti- 
ble manner that they could not but be accepted, 

Sasmal had some differences with the Swarajya 
Party. Hearing this Lord Lytton the then Governor 
of Bengal tried to persuade him to accept the 
ministership and deputed Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huque 
for the purpose. But Sasmal spurned the offer with 
contempt. His independent spirit was not made of 
such stuff as could accept any obligation under a 
higher authority. Thus he remained free to act as 
a barrister in any way he thought best. 
evidenced in his conduct as the chief defence 
counsel in the Chittagong Armoury Raid Case without 
any fees. It was his untiring efforts and strong grip. 
over the Criminal Law that culminated in the sentence 
of transportation for life on three of the principal: 
accused who had been expected to be given capital 
punishment. Thus the lives of three valiant sons of 
Bengal viz. Ananta Singh, Lokenath Ball and 
Ganesh Ghosh were saved. 


After the formation of the new offshoot of the 


This was 


A 
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Indian Congress under the name of thes Swarajya 
Party, Gandhi’s leadership of the Congress went into 
eclipse, He remained in the background still clinging 
to his policy of boycott of legislatures and law 
courts. The work of the Congress then devolved 
upon six all India leaders of the Congress among 
whom the charge of six, different regions of India 
was divided. These leaders were (1) Birendranath 
Sasmal in charge of the organisation of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa, (2) Chaudhury Khalikuzzaman in charge 
of Uttar Pradesh, (3) Motilal Nehru in charge of 
the area comprising Lucknow, Allahabad down to 
Madhya Pradesh, (4) Vithalbhai Patel in charge of 
Bombay and Gujarat, (5) Lala Lajpat Rai for the 
Punjab and (6) S. Srinibash Aiyangar in charge of 
Southern area. Birendranath Sasmal was the Whip 
of the Swarajya Party and was a most sincere 
politician as full of the vigour for leadership 
as for mercy and sympathy for poor and down 
trodden. We are yet to see his equal among our 
leaders in respect of firmness of resolution and 


frankness in dealings. 


Sarat Kumar Ghosh. 


Ghosh of Barisal 


Another saintly man Sarat Kumar 
to the arena of 


came down from spiritual pursuits in 
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political fight by direction of his Guru. After his 
graduation from his native city he came over to 
Calcutta and became a desciple of Srimat Abadhuta 
Jnanananda Swami of Mahanirvan Matha. After his 
return to Barisal to accept the post of a teacher at 
B. M. School at the bidding of his Guru, he came in 
contact with two great local leaders, the well-known 
Aswini Kumar Dutta and Jagadish Chandra Mukherji 
a very pious and God fearing man to whom. service 
of the country was a part of his religion, From about 
1918 we find Sarat Kumar coming out into the full 
flare of political activity. He was a staunch follower 
of Gandhi. He was a successor to Aswini Kumar 
in the leadership of movements of East Bengal. He 
was a powerful orator who could keep spell-bound 


vast audiences by a combination 


of his patriotic 
fervour with his 


Spiritual fire. He ably filled the 
vacum created by the Passing of Aswini Kumar, 


His sufferings and sacrifices will ever remain an 
example to guide people like the pole-star. After he 
took holy orders his name was changed into Purusho- 
ttamamanda Swami. He was all a 


follower of the Gandhian Cult. 
Party of Deshabandhu C. R. Das had almost replaced 
Gandhi’s non co-operation movement, Sarat Kumar 
Ghosh often sought to controvert the views and actions 
of Deshabandhu wherever he could, and he continued 
to be the chief spokesman on behalf of Gandhism. 
About this time he started a political organisatio 


long an unswerving 
When the Swarajya 
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under the name of Swaraj Sevak Sangha at Barisal by 
gathering together a few Gandhian compatriots like 
Suresh Gupta, Durgamohan Sen and others. Before 
he joined the freedom struggle he had written a Bhasya 
(Commentary ) on Vedanta Philosophy under the 
title of Abadhuta Bhasya. While in Calcutta on the 
eve of the non co-operation movement, he delivered 
a course of weekly lectures at the Theosophical Society 
Hall every sunday on Vedanta Philosophy for number 
of weeks. He addressed public meetings regularly 
at various places in support of the non co-operation 
movement preaching boycott of everything British. 
His speeches were couched in fiery language and 
cogent arguments which readily appealed to the people, 
but roused fear and resentment among the rulling 
classes, He was therefore charged with sedition and 
taken into custody and sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment for six months. He was thus one of the first 
victims of British persecution of the leaders of the 
Non Co-operation Movement. 

He took holy orders and retired from active 
politics and temporarily settled at Brindaban He 
returned to Barisal in 1930 at the time when Gandhiji 
started his Salt Satyagraha Campaign. He led a band 
of hundred devoted followers to march on foot toa 
place called Mirzakalu where he offered satyagraha in 
defiance of the Salt Act. Here he was arrested again and 
imprisoned in the same manner as Gandhiji and his follo- 
wers had marched into Dandi and were imprisoned. 
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In 1932 he started another passive resistance at 
Barisal, A cinema show was going on at Barisal in the 
Aswinikumar Memorial Town Hall. He demanded 
the removal of the cinema from there and began a fast 
for 21 days’ as a result of which the authorities were 


obliged to order the removal of the cinemas In 1933 
he came down to 


Country to the sons of the soil. His activities culmi- 
nated ina long term imprisonment, 

For a man like Saratkumar’s Position it was difficult 
to carry on the “Quit India” Campaign without suffi- 
cient finance, While thus hard up for money his wife 
Sm. Usharani Ghosh and his brother’s wife Sm. Mano- 
rama Ghosh gave away all their Jewellery worth a few 
thousand rupees for helping the cause. After this he 


Started a weekly Paper called “Ujjal Bharata” (Radiant 
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mortal coil in 1957 and his remains were interred in 
the Ashram ground. 


Jatindranath Das. 


Jatindranath Das, better known as Jatin Das was a 
remarkable martyr among the revolutionaries. His 
self immolation at the end of a continuous fast of 57 
days is a historical incident of almost unparallell 
significance. In this respect he comes only next to 
Terence Me. Swiney, the Irish rebel leader who died 
after 71 days of fast. Jatin Das along with Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru and Sukdev was in jail custody as 
underttial prisoners in connection with the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case. The prisoners complained of ill- 
treatment in gaol and demanded the status of State 
Prisoners. When the authorities turned down this 
demand all the four started a fast unto death unless 
their demands were conceded. Some concessions 
having been granted Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukdev 
gave up their fast, but Jatin Das refused to break his 
fast until and unless his demands were met in full. As 
this was not granted he continued fasting and his life 
Slowly ebbed away day after day till death freed him 
i lone S cays During this whole petiod be 
4 ched no food of any kind and embraced death wit 

smile which amazed the world and created a sensation 
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everywhere. 
by the Congr 
Bose was pre 


His remains were brought to Calcutta 
ess leaders of Bengal and Subhas Chandra. 


Sent at the head of countless thousands. 
of his countrymen to Teceive the remains of the great 


martyr and pay their last homage to him. The proce- 


ssion of mowners that started from Howrah Station 
towards Calcutta was 


liberation”. On hearing of Jatin Das’ self sacrifice by 
fasting the members of Trence Mc. Swiney’s family 


cabled their tribute in these words. “We received the 
news of Jatin Das’ self sacrifice with a deep sense of 


grief and with equal pride. We are sure that India 
will earn her freedom before long”, 


Jibanlal Ghoshal ( Makhan ) 


Jibanlal Ghoshal was one of the heroes of the 
famous Chittagong Armoury Raid by the young revo- 
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lutionaries. His part in this remarkable achievement 
of the young Bengalis in their fight for freedom should 
be written in letters of gold. He was the second son 
of Jashodalal Ghoshal, a wealthy citizen of Chittagong. 
Jibanlal was not only a secret worker preparing the 
initial steps for the attack on the Chittagong Armoury 
and the armed police head quarters, but also a city 
financier of the Movement. But for his timely help 
with money it might have been impossible for the 
movement to achieve the success it did. It goes with- 
out saying that money which is the sinews of war must 
be at the back of any great movement, particularly 
a movement frought with the most tragic risks such 
as the revolutionary attack on the Chittagong Armoury 
was. His father had huge assets deposited with certain 
banks which were freely drawn upon for supporting 
the dangerous scheme. Among the leading brains © 
the Armoury Raid were Surya Sen, Jibanlal Ghoshal, 
Ananta Singh, Ganesh Ghosh, Loknath Ball, Sm. 
Kalpana Dutta and Ananda Gupta. The revolution- 
aries got themselves ready with arms and ammunition 
and so successfully attacked, looted and ransacked the 
Government Armoury and the police lines of Chittagong 
that the ruling authorities with their armed might 
available on the spot were compelled to give 10 and the 
entire city came under the complete control of the 
revolutionary heroes for three days. Afterwards the 
authorities had to call in the army and the armed 
Police from elsewhere by which they quelled the revolt 
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-and reoccupied the city. The rebel leaders Surya Sen 


and Sm Kalpana Dutta were captured and the other 
leaders fled, went under 


Sir Charles Tegart, the Police 
who earned a notoriety 
being the leading figure in the British tirade against 


the socalled terrorist youth of Bengal. The trial of 
the accused in the the sentence 


of death for Surya the others. 


Gopinath Saha, 


When Tegart, the Calcutta P 


began to Carry on his ruthless a 
of th i 
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Gopinath was captured on the spot. This happened. 
in early March 1924. He was duly tried and ordered. 
to be hanged. On hearing of son’s death sentence. 
Gopinath’s mother turned mad with grief. But as- 
soon as this became known to Gopinath in prison, he 
wrote a letter to her in which he wrote the following. 
words of consolation “Dear Mother, I am told that 
you became’ disconsolate at the news of my death 
sentence. Itis needless for you to mourn my death ; 
please remember that in our motherland, enslaved as 
she is in foreign bondage, thousands of young revolu- 
tionaries like me are yet to sacrifice their lives at the - 
altar of freedom. Do pray to God that, He may 
create thousands of mothers like you who will give 
birth to: revolutionary sons like my humble self. 1 
beseech you to carry in your memory ever with pride: 
the name ofa son of yours who gave UP his life in: 
the country’s cause. If youdo so, I will have my best 
place and consolation in death. Bless me mother. - 


Your unworthy son Gopinath”. 


Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das. 


outstanding personality 
he struggle for indepen- 
he country and for his- 
f freedom Chittaranjan: 


Chittaranjan Das was an 
and a top ranking leader of t 
dence, For his services to t 
unique sacrifices in the cause O 
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received his countrymen’s homage by the award of 
the title of “Desbandhu” friend of the country. He 
was born in November, 1870 of rich parents and rose 
‘to the very height of the 
barrister-atlaw. His earnings at the Bar were 
fabulously high, A major part of which he gave 
away to the poor and needy as well as to support 
the freedom movement. While a law student in 
England, he contributed articles to some English 
Papers on the urgency of India becoming free. For 
this he was marked with disfavour by some of his 
professors. It was in 1905 that he came in close 


contact with Arabindo Ghosh who had been editting 
the “bandemataram? at 


the central figure of t 
freedom movement. Chittaranj 
a high regard for and 


legal profession as a 


an very soon developed 
intimate friendship with 
fended the accused in the 


non co-operation Movement the 


i I Government 
appointed him counsel on their 


behalf in what was 
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known as Munition Board Case. In this case they 
offered him much higher fees than paid to any lawyer 
in India and perhaps in the world. When however he 
took the vow of non co-operation with the Government. 
he readily gave by this extremely lucrative assignment 
and finally gave up his entire practice at the Bar. He 
was honest enough to return to the Government the 
fat sum of money which had been paid to him as 
advance for scrutinizing some of their documents. 

The famous Alipore Bomb Case ended in May 
1909. From then upto the Jalianwallah Bagh massacre 
in Punjab in 1919 the freedom movement was of a 
Strongly revolutionary type and its conduct, 
Organisation and leadership practically passed into 
the hands of the educated middleclass youth. The 
British atrocities in the Punjab in 1919 gave a rude 
shock even to those few among the intelligentsia of the 
country who had still retained some faith in British 
sense of justice and fair play. But the wave of 
indignation reached even the poet’s bower, and 
Rabindranath came out with a violent yet dignified 
protest against the barbarous methods of oppression 
and cruelty perpetrated by the foreign rulers. The 
same indignation reacted in Gandhiji’s mind in another 
way. He came out with his doctrine of non violent, 
hon co-operation with everything British. This non- 
‘co-operation movement started by Gandhiji in 1920 
was a reproduction in India of his passive resistance 
Movement in South Africa. When however Gandhiji 


( 48 ) 


Persuaded the Congress to accept non co-operative aS 
a political weapon to liberate the country, all India. 
leaders of mature experience and wide popularity 
opposed it from different parts of the country. Such 
Opposition was voiced by Lokamanya Bala Gangadhar 
Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai and even by poet Rabindranath: 
among many others. Desbabandhu Chittaranjan: 
had been waiting with some strong misgivings to see 
whether it was expedient for him to repudiate the: 
Gandhian doctrine or to support it in case any little 
good could possibly come out of it. But in any case’ 
he was not a man to Temain neutral and inactive. He 
hurried to consult Aswini Kumar Datta, the veteran. 
leader, now lying in sick bed at Barisal. During two- 
long days of discussion Aswini Kumar realised that 


more consistent and. 
positive line of action as contemplated by the latter. 
nough, that Gandhi's. 
h and the unthinking 
d in sucha way that it 
r to make a head-way: 
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with other ideas than Gandhiji’s own. Following this 
advice of Aswinikumar, Deshabandhu threw himself 
into the fray of the non co-operation movement and 
became a staunch advocate of non co-operation. He 
gave up his lucrative practice at the Bar and sacrificed 
his wealth and property to serve the country. He 
remained the pillar of the movement for a long time, 
but afterwards differed from Gandhiji on the issue of 
boycott of the legislatures. Motilal Nehru and several 
other leaders joined hands with Chittaranjan and 
these leaders broke away from the official Gongress led 
by Gandhiji, and formed a new party called Swarajya 
Party, This party wanted to break the Constitution 
from within the legislature which they did very 
successfully. 

Chittaranjan’s health broke down after a few 
years of extremely strenous activity. He wore himself 
down by over work and when he was at last imprisoned 
by the Government, he could not bear the hardships of 
gaol-life. Soon after his release from gaol he pro- 
ceeded to Darjeeling to recoup his health, and he bre- 
athed his last there. In him the country lost a unique 
personality, a perfectly selfless patriot and a man 
whose charities knew no bounds. Tributes to his great- 
ness were paid in eloquent terms not only by the press 
and platform everywhere in India, but also in many 
countries abroad. A leading English daily commented 
that within a short time four of the world’s greatest 
Statesmen had passed away, and they were (1) Lord ° 
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Curzon of England, (2) C. R. Das of India, (3) Sunyat 
Sen of China and (4) Lennin of Russia. 


Bipin Chandra Pal. 


Bipin Chandra Pal was one of the foremost leaders 
of the first swadeshi Movement of 1905. He was a 
scholar and a remarkable orator almost without a 
parallel. Wherever he spoke, millions of hearts thro- 
bbed in unison with his patriotic fervour and were 
Toused to immediate activity and enthusiasm to serve 
their motherland, His fiery attacks on the British 
administration in India Teplete with cogent arguments 
and unchallengeable facts 
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youngmen were coming up as volunteers and the flame 
of patriotism kindled in every heart and was burning 
stronger and stronger when the conference was brought 
to a dramatic end by the police who arrived there in huge 
numbers and dispersed the péople by theit brutal and 
reckless lathi charges. But Bipinchandra’s ‘words con- 
tinued to echo in every heart and roused a tremendous 
upsurge of the feeling of national unity throughout 
Bengal. One of his appeals ran thus :—It is we, the 
Bengalees that repeatedly repulsed the attack of the 
all powerful Moghul Army on our sacred motherland 
and kept Bengal independent of Moghul rule as recor- 
ded in letters of gold in our history. The same blood 
flows in our veins and we should prove ourselves 
worthy of that blood and throw off the British from 
our soil once and for all. The proportion European 
population is one to every eighty five thousand, if 
we merely took the simple step of slapping a European 
each, how then could a single European survive 85000 
slaps? He appealed for the revival of their self 
confidence. The Bengalees, he said, had forgotten 
their glorious heritage. They must remember that they 
were not powerless ; if they asserted self confidence and 
learnt to be themselves again their courage and herosim 
would surmount all obstacles and persecutions and takë 


no time to liberate the Motherland. Bipin Chandra’s 


' Speeches caused not a little concern and even cons! 
home. He was admittedly 


tion to the British people at 
a fire-brand whom it was difficult to keep at bay. 
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Sree Aurobindo Ghose. 


Aurobinda Ghosh was born in 1872, the son of 
well to do parents who sent him over to England at 
the early age of seven years for his enducation, He 
in. England and competed. 
ce Examination in which he 


is Secretary. Not long after 
rofessor of Gaekwar’s College 
Vice Principal. He was then 
drawing a Salary of Rs 1100 per month. While in 
the trend of 
congress leaders, 2 
Policies and wrote articles in the 
ef Bombay severely criticising 
pointed out that the mighty British 


“Hindu Prakash” . 
the congress. He 
power was keeping. 
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‘India in bondage to keep up their economic solvency, 
because at last 50% of , the assets of the British 
eve derived from India. As such it was shear madness 
to imagine that the British would quit India in response 
to the petitions and representations of the congress 
however strongly worded they might be. He firmly 
sasserted that no country could even become free 
Without a revolution and India therefore must take te 
the path of revolution. Aurabindo’s criticisms of the 
Congress attracted the notice of the eminent Bombay 
jurist and philanthropist Mahadev Govinda Ranade 
who was also a Congress Jeader at the time. Ranade 
visited Aurabindo at Baroda and tried to persuade him 
by all possible arguments to give up his advocacy of 
revolution and advised him to adopt a more construc- 
tive policy and a softer attitude towards the British 
rulers. But Aurabindo remained unmoved. 

Aurabindo’s resignation of the Coveted Civil Service 
‘had caused a good deal of pain and disappointment 
to his father Dr. K. D. Ghosh a retired civil sutgco® 
and a reputed physician. On the eve of Aurabindo’s 


appointment at Baroda his father wrote to him expre- 
f his son’s rash and hasty 


‘ssing his strong disapproval o j 
ction in withdrawing from the I. C. S. and admoni- 
Shing him for failing to fulfil his father’s long cherished 
ambition of seeing Aurobindo occupy One of the 
highest positions under the British. Aurobindo’s reply 
-was a strong repudiation of the glamour of the LCS. 
which dazzled many of the Indians. He politely wrote 
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to his father that he had sought to imbibe the besti 
possible ideals of British culture during his long stay 
in England at his fathers expense. The four things 
which he learnt through his British education were 
{1) Love for his motherland, (2) self confidence, 
G) sense of discipline and (4) respect for womankind. 
To start life as a Magistrate under the British was to 
accept servitude and to reconcile one self to becoming 
a loyal supporter of whatever was done by the British 
authorities. Such servitude he added, however glorified 
it might be, was irreconcilable to his nature and tempe- 
tament. He assured his father that he would never do- 
- anything that Might tarnish the fair name and prestige 
of his father or bring him down from the social Status. 
Occupied by him, He concluded the letter by declaring 
his strong determination to devote himself entirely to 
the cause of his motherland’s liberation and subscribed 
himself as an unworthy son of his father. 
Aurobindo’s strong view 
a revolutionary movement 
the country were in evidenc 
of Bengal. In 1902 he calle 
younger brother Barindra, 
Jagannath College, 
on how to start a 
Barindra came down 


ferred long. 
revolution in Bengal. After this 


n 
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the moving spirit. of the revolution. The leaders 
prevailed upon him to take up the post of Principal 
of the newly started National College, the first educa- 
tional institution entirely free from Government control. 


. Aurobindo accepted it though the salary was only 
Rs. 150 per month. Not long after he became editor 


of the daily “bandemataram”, a fearless English paper 
founded and financed by Raja Subodh Chandra Mullik. 
It was some articles in this paper for which Aurobindo 
was arrested on the charge of preaching sedition. But 
all the efforts of the Government to convict Aurobindo 
failed since it could not be proved on any evidence that 
Aurobindo was the editor of the papet- He was there- 
fore acquitted. Aurobindo’s writing were as pungent 
as his style was a perfect model of English worthy of 
the best English writers. His scathing condemnation 
of British rule in such style made it clear to all the 
leaders that a great scholar and a selfless patriot with 
the noblest ideals had become their colleague. Hundreds 
of youngmen were readily attracted by the magnetism 
of Aurobindo’s personality and they were ready to do 
anything at his bidding. Meanwhile his brother Barindra 
had already started his secret and devoted band 
of active revolutionaries and Aurobindo became their 
adviser and guide. We have already noted that the 
Government sought to inculpate and convict Aurobindo 
by including him among the accused in the Alipur 
Bomb Case. He was acquitted for the want of incri- 
minating evidence thanks to the wonderful defence 
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and sagacity of C. R. Das the defence councel. It 
was C. R. Das that first detected the divine light in 
Aurabindo under the cover of a revolutionary. He 


turned his attention to the study of Philosophy and 
was deeply inftueaced by the Vedanta, Indian Philo- 


( 


to Politics and lead the country again. But Aurabindo 
‘declined to return. During the long years of his stay 
at Pondicherry, Aurabndo wrote various books and 
articles interpreting and expounding the ideals of 


Hindu Philosophy and his writings became a practical 
-guide to many an earnest and devout seeker of truth 
and of emancipation from all kinds of bondage. His 
-expositions of the Geeta have become a remarkable 
guiding star to anybody that wants to drink deep at 
the springs of Indian culture. He attracted desciples 
in hundreds from all over the world and his ashrama 
at Pondicherry has ever afterwards became a great 
centre of international importance for the study of 


the Indian view of life. 


Deshapriya Jatindramohan Sen. 
Jatindramohan Sen Gupta was the son of a wealthy 
and prosperous lawyer of Chittagong, Jatramohan Sen. 
The latter had a reputation for piety and philanthropy 
and his charities were wide and allembracing. 
Jatindramohan embibed all these qualities from his 
father. At the time Jatindramohan joined the freedom 
Struggle, he was a flourishing barrister at Chittagong 
With a large income, but he followed Deshabandhu 
Chitta Ranjan by giving up his practice at the Bar- 
He attained eminence in connection with his sympathy 
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and support for the tea garden coolies of Assam whe 
had gone on strike in protest against the inhuman 


cruelties of the European tea planters. These planters- 
had been treating the t 
the s 


Ameri 


Strike by force as their 
th the white planters. 
arden coolies and the 


sympathies were naturally wi 
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the popular eye he was deemed enemy No. 1 by the- 
Government and their European supporters. Hearing. 
of the police brutalities on the plantation labourers, 
Jatindramohan rushed to Chandpur and sought to 
reason with the police superintendent to stop the use of 
force and deal with the strikers according to law. But 
he was not given a hearing and was not even allowed 
to contact the strikers. He was forcibly ejected by the 
Police and received serious bodily injuries. He ran’ 
to the local Post Office to senda telegraphic message 
to Deshabandhu Chitta Ranjan intimating him of the 
atrocities at Chandpur and requesting his personal 
intervention. But the Post Office at the bidding of 
the British authorities refused to accept any such 
Message for transmission. He then sent a messenger 
all the way to Noakhali from where Deshabandhu was 
duly telegraphed. C. R. Das then started at once with 
about a dozen faithful followers. But on arrival at the 
Steamer Station of Goalando he found that the Steam- 
ship Service to Chandpur had been cancelled by the 
British owners of the steamer company to prevent 
any contact with the labourers at Chandpur. But 
Deshabandhu was not deterred by this, he hired a 
country boat and made the long trip across dangerous 
tivers like the Padma and Meghna in that frail boat. 
His arrival at Chandpur was greeted by thousands 
upon thousands of cheering crowds to whom his latest 
Sacrifices in the country’s cause had extolled him to 
the status of the greatest national hero. The police and- 
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=the Europeans felt Deshabandhu’s presence there like 
-a magic that compels the hooded serpent recoil itself 
‘by the snake charmer’s spell. The Divisional Com- 
‘missioner Mr. K. C. Dey, a civilian of repute and a 
sober administrator also arrived there almost simul- 
taneusly and conferred with Deshabandu how to 
solve the crisis. Deshabandhu visited the injured 
labourers in the hospital and apprised the Commissioner 
of the terrible excesses of the police and the local 
-authorities. Through the latters intervention and 
humane treatment 
of the striking labourers Tesulted in a settlement between 
the planters and the labourers. They were not only 
released from police custody, but every of them inclu- 


given money to go back 


itta Ranjan, Jatindra 
travelled along with 


the starving 
lesale dealers 


Deshabandhw’s call 
e that the merchants 
ng free of cost, and 
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thus the famished labourers were saved. This incident? 
ending in a satisfactory settlement of the strike, . 
both of the railwaymen and of the labourers, 
was a personal triumph for Chitta Ranjan, and 
Jatindramohan, and they endeared themselves all 
the more to their oppressed countrymen. Among, 
those who had actively helped Deshabandhu and 
Jatindramohan in solving the Jabour crisis and railway-- 
men strike were, Indubhushan Datta of Comilla and 
Haradayal Nag a veteran leader. of Chandpur. The 
Congress and independent members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly launched a bitter censure on the 
Government for their callous neglect of the Indian 
labourers and their open partisan spirit in favour of 
the.-vested interest. of European’ planters: In this 
Connection the cogent argument and apt phrases of 
some of these speakers on the floor of the Assembly 
are still echoing in our ears. Among these members we 
gratefully remember Surendranath Mallik, Indu- 
bhushan Datta and Abdulla Suhrawardy. Jatindra- 
mohan stood by his friend and leader Chitta Ranjan 
up to his last days. His grateful countrymen accorded 
their appreciatoin to his services by twice electing him 
the Mayor of Calcutta Corporation and by giving. 
him the honoured place of Chairman of the Reception 
Committee of the National Congress held in Calcutta 
in 1928. In 1930 when Gandhi’s Salt Satyagraha 
Campaign was in full swing and leaders were courting 
arrest- by defying the lawless laws, Jatindramohan, on» 
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“his part, broke the law by reading from a proscribed 
book in a mamouth public meeting on the Calcutta 
Maidan. He was immediately taken to gaol and 
Sent to internment. He had been suffering some of 
“the worst persecutions of the British administration 
for years both in and out of gaol. All this and finally 
the hardships of internment told heavily upon his 


health and his great career was cut short by death 
soon after. 


Sarat Chandra Bose. 


He was an 
dra Bose and inherited 
mily tradition, He was 


co-operation workers, 
revolutionaries working 
rate organiser and his pl 
_ his! untiring energy and 
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him to remain outside the prison bar. He was kept as 
an internee for a long period and this resulted in his 
broken health and untimely death. He however 
:survived to see the dawn of Independence in August 
1947 and became one of the ministers in the first 
‘cabinet of independent India under Jawaharlal. But 
he had a prophetic foresight and made no secret of 
his misgivings about the chance of peace and prosperity 
for the people of independent India under the Gandhi 


Neheru leadership. 


Motilal Ghosh. 


Journalism played no mean part in keeping up and 
‘Stiumlating the urge for freedom. One of the pioneers 
in this field was Motilal Ghosh whose pen emitted 
fire in perfect King’s English which was a marvel to 
the Britishers and a delicious sauce to the Indians. 
The author saw him first at the Congress Session in 
Calcutta in 1906 over which Dadabhai Nowraji 
presided. It was a divine side here to see two veteran 
Workers on the path of freedom Motilal Ghosh and 
Aswinikumar Datta embracing each other at their 
first meeting. Both were keen fighters and ardent 
devotees of Vaishnava cult. In fact most of the early 
leaders of the freedom movement were equally great 
in the field of politics and of religion. Motilal Ghosh 
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affectionatly greeted some of the young Congress 
volunters saying that they were the future hopes of 
the country and it is in their hands and in their ardent 
hearts to usher in the motherland’s liberation. 

Calcutta could then boast of three popular and 
widely circulated national dailies in English “The 
Amritabazar Patrika” edited by Motilal Ghosh, “The 
Indian Mirror’ by Narendranath Sen. Bach of these 
was inheritor of a great tradition. “The Amritabazar 
Patrika? was founded by Sisirkumar Ghosh a man 
equally great for scholarship, for piety and for 
patriotism, “The Bengalce” had no less a personality 
at its back than the “uncrowned king of Bengal” 
as Surendranath was affectionately called while “The 
Indian Mirror? was founded by Brahmananda 
Keshabchandra Sen the illustrious Brahmo leader, 
orator and “God intoxicated man whose 


as now ediftng it. In 1923 


he Tamil daily of Madras 
Rangaswami Aiyyangar came over 
to Calcutta to visit Deshabandhu, and was in order 


to acquaint himself with the poiicy and progamme of 


ajya Party which he desired to 
-co-operationist first, but now he 


Motilal Nehery, 


Aiyyangar on his high standard of 
able lead to the freed 


complimenting, 
jontnalism and his 
om fighters ip Madras, the Tamil 
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eeeenelist replied that he had drawn his inspiration 
tom Motilal Ghosh and “The Amritabazar Patrika”, 
called himself a nonetity in comparison of Motilal 
Ghosh. His nationalism was'as strong as his pen was 
Mighty and yet he was sobered and disciplined in what 
he did or spoke. His sense of self respect as an Indian, 
he said was derived from Raja Rammohon Roy and 
Iswarchandra Vidyasagar. 


Syamaprasad Mukherji 


Syamaprasad Mukherji was the worthy son of a 
worthy father. His father Sir Asutosh had earned 
reputation not merely as the Vice Chancellor of Calcutta 
University and its life and soul for many years, but also 
as a most eminent jurist and ardent nationalist and a 
man of such fearless spirit as earned for him the title of 
“The Bengal Tiger.” Asutosh had the foresight to pre- 
dict a great future for his son Syamaprasad jn the service 
of his country. Syamaprasad had a brilliant academic 
record both in Calcutta and in England and started 
life as a barrister in Calcutta High Court. But his 
real bent of mind was for a life of scholarship and 
culture and he developed a great admiration for India’s 
glorious past and cherished hopes for a really great 
and independent India. He was the youngest fellow 
of the Calcutta University in his 23rd year and he 
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became its Vice Chancellor when only 33 being perhaps 
the youngest to hold such an august position not 
Only in India but anywhere in the world. While only 
25 he was taken in as a minister in the Fazlool Haque 
Cabinet of Bengal. In free India he was a minister 
in Nehruw’s Cabinet also. But he lost faith in Nehru’s 
leadership, resigned from the Cabinet and became 
an outspoken critic of Nehru. He fearlessly attacked 
Nehru’s, Kashmir policy, Specially in regard to 
Nehru’s appeasement to Shaik Abdulla. Syamapra- 
sa@’s statesmanly Sagacity could discover in Shaik 
Abdulla a pro-Pakistani. He condemned Abdulla as 
a secret agent of Pakistan who was working against 
the interest of India. But this home truth was too bitter 
for the Nehru Government to swallow. When there- 
fore Syamaprasad defied the ban against him: and 


entered Kashmir to examine threadbare the doings 
of the Shaik Abdulla administration, he was imprisoned 
and; kept confined without trial. How he died in 


s death in gaol 


peated appeals by Syama- 
Prasad’s mother. But the bold stand that Syamaprasad | 
had taken against Shaik A 


#* 


y 
brother Saratchandra Bose who Tesi 
Shing practice at the Calcutta 
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to : anes 5 

gd since the indian Government of Nehru and his 

eo do not consider him safe enough for India 
for Kashmir to be allowed any freedom. 


Netaji Subhashchandra Bose. 


Subhashchandra Bose was the son of Janakinath 
Bose, a highly reputed and respected lawyer of 
Cuttack, a man of high standing both in the legal 
Profession and in the public welfare activities of his 
“ity. His wide charities endeared him to everyone. 
Subhash inherited the best qualities of such a father. 
His mother too was a very pious lady to whom 
Subhash was more dearly attached than any average 
son and she too had no small hand in the building 
Up of this future great son of India. The atmosphere 
of his family too contributed no little to his greatness. 
He was the sixth son of his parents and all his elder 
brothers had occupied a top rank each in his own 
Profession as barristers, doctors and executive officers. 


Reference has already been made to his second 
igned his flouri- 


Bar and became one 


f the closest associates of Deshabandhu in the 


freedom movement. 
From his very early days Subhash was indifferent 
nd parentage 


to comforts and luxuries which his birth a 
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afforded him. He lived a very simple life and was 
Content to be considered as a poor man among the 
poor whom he served as a friend in need, a nurse 
in sickness and a guide to help them out of their 
difficulties. While yet a boy he developed a tendency 
to renounce the world and turn a recluse and proceeded 
all the way to the Himalayas in search of a spiritual 
preceptor. His elders however persuaded him to return 
and resume his academic career. While Studying in: 
the Presidency College, Calcutta he found the treat- 
ment of some Englishmen among his professors quite 
beyond endurance for any self respecting youngman: 
of India. One such Professor happened to insult 
students in very abusive terms. Many of the students. 
resented this and they resolved to teach the gentleman 
a sound lesson, Subhashchandra became the leader- 
of these young heroes and they went to the extremity 
of manhandling -the said professor, This became a 
sensational incident and Toused widespread interest 
in academic circles throughout the country. The 


‘Cambridge University, 
“country more imperative an 
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C to England to compete for the Indian 
M il Service. Although he had only eight months 
P ean for the I. C. S. Examination, he occupied 
ee ourth rank in the general competition and the 
rst rank in English literature and composition. His 
Tesignation of the I. C. S. soon after this success isa 
matter of history. Reports of Gandhi’s non co-operation 
Movement and the widespread agitations, arrests of 
leaders and persecution of the people in general caused 
Subhash great concern in England. He had thought 
of continuing higher studies in England and join 
but he found the call of the 
d he spurned the golden 
nd rushed back to India 


apple of the Civil Service a 
f serving his oppressed 


to find out the best means O 
Motherland. 

Subhashchandra arrived in Bombay from London 
d went straight to Gandhiji who was 
ve already noted, 
that time joined 


in July 1921 an 
then staying in the city. As we ha 
some of the country’s leaders had by 
Gandhiji’s non co-operation movement attracted by 
his promise of “Swaraj within a year.” Subhash had 
a long interview with Gandhiji but he was not impressed — 
With the latters arguements in favour of non-violent, 
hon co-operation and the means by which his promise 
Of “Swaraj within a year” could be fulfilled. He felt 
that Gandhiji had no clear conception of the final 
Attainment of Swaraj as a concrete step. The non 
Co-operation ideology appeared to him to be a series 
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of negations without any active plan of a positive sa 
if and when the negatives were achieved. Gandhiji trie í 
to impress on Subhash that nonviolent non A 
operation as a system of passive resistance wou 
result ina “change of heart” in the British and they 
would quit India and leave the country to Indians- 
This idea did not appeal to young Subhash although 
he felt a good deal of reverence for Gandhiji and 
admired his faith and sincerity. At the end of the’ 
interned Gandhiji realised that he had failed to convert 
Subhash to his own way of thinking and advised him to 
meet Deshabandhu who was in Calcutta. Subhash had 
already developed much admiration for Deshabandhu 
as he had been keenly following the trend of events 
in India after Deshabandhu had sacrificed everything 
and dedicated himself to the cause of India’s freedom:. 
So he lost no time in meeting Deshabandhu and as 
soon as the two met, the elder leader discovered in 
Subhash a really worthy disciple and the latter found 
in Deshabandhu the leader and. guide he had beer: 
looking for. 


From this time on Subhashchan 


dra took charge of 
the 


personality and his in 
youthful followers į 
within a very short t 
built up. These vol 
of Subhash did w 


born gift of leadership attracteé 
n hundreds and thousands an 
ime a huge band of volunteers wa% 
unteers working under the guidanc® 
onderful Propaganda throughov* 


e 
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' Bengal. Practically the whole of nationalist Bengal 
pledged themselves to do the biddings of Desha- 
bandhu and Subhash, although there were some 
few staunch followers of Gandhiji The activities 
of Subhash and his faithful followers under the 
guidance of the stalwart Deshabandhu spread with such 
lightning speed that the Government found it 
dangerous to allow them any more latitude. So both 
Deshabandhu and Subhash were imprisoned in 
December 1921. About the’same time Pandit Motilal 
Nehru of U. P. and Lala Lajpat Rai of Punjab and 
some other leaders of the Swarajya party were also 
imprisoned but Deshabandhu could not remain idle in 
gaol. Even there he was busy preparing a constructive 
programme and chalked out a plan of propaganda even 
in the remotest villages. As soon as Deshabandhu was 


released from gaol, he gave shape to the plans he had 


made out in prison and found as a result that a much 
re on his side than 


larger number of Gongressmen we 

on the side of Gandhiji’s orthodox non co-operation. 
This was evidenced by the elections to the Calcutta 
Corporation in which Deshabandhu’s followers recorded 

a sweeping majority. Deshabandhu became the first 

elected Mayor of Calcutta Corporation and H. 5- 

Suhrawardy then a young barrister and a follower of 

Deshabandhu became Deputy Mayor. Subhash, who 

was released by now became the chief Executive officer 

of the Corporation. Thus the entire civic administration © 
of the city fell into the hands of Deshabandhu and hbis- 
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men. This historic event was a personal triumph for 
Deshabandhu Das, as the Corporation so long ruled 
by the Europeans and their supporters now became 
completely Indianized, 

Under the new administration the efficiency of 
Corporation increased by leaps and bounds, but the 
Corporation politics were looked upon with suspicion 
by the ruling powers. They considered. the whole 
Corporation as an anti British organisation and began 
to contemplate some means of suppressing it. In 1924 
the Government passed an ordinance by which they 
empowered themselves to keep anybody in detention 
without trial, Subhash was one of the first victims of 


, brother of Swami 
ji. After two years 


‘some measure of Self 


2S eee 
a ee 


“Of “go back” at every place. 


Gr) 


ae a its recommendation he was transferred to 
R ra ge Uttar Pradesh. In 1926 while confined in 
FRA a aol, Subhash was elected to the Bengal Legis- 
3 ssembly defeating. his Liberal Party rival Jatin- 

ranath Bose by a vast majority. The news of Subhash- 


-chandra’s transfer to Almora at this time gave Tise 


to a tremendous agitation throughout the country and 
SO the Government were constrained to appoint anotber 
Medical Board to examine and report whether he was 
baving an attack of tuberculosis. This Board consis- 
ting of two European doctors and two reputed Indians, 
Dr. Nilratan Sarkar and Dr. Bidhanchandra Roy una- 
nimously reported that Subhash should be released 
at once and given every necessary facility for medical 
treatment and rest. Stanley Jackson, the then Gover- 
nor of Bengal ordered Subhash to be released imme- 
diately. Subhash returned home to Calcutta and while 
undergoing treatment devoted himself again to his 


political activities. 


in February 1928 a British Parliamentary Deputa- 


tion under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon was 
sent out to contact the Indian leaders and assess the 


political atmosphere and make recommendation of 
Government for the country. 


had however already resolved 
nd when it arrived in India 


it was met with a black flag demonstration with cries 
There was also a general 


f all business not 


The Indian Congress 
to boycott the Commission 4 


‘Strike and complete suspension © 


€ 4) 


only on the day of their arrival on Indian soil but also 
at eve 


ets and empty’ 


The same was the 
the Simon Commisc; 


— ppe teatiittata 
TO aŘ—ĖĚ— 
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unrest and the readiness of industrial and plantati 
labourers everywhere to rise in a revolution. Gandhiji’s- 
refusal of Subhash’s offer at such a time appeared to~ 
Subhash and his friends therefore as a missing of @ 


golden opportunity. 
After the sensationa 


orn 


1 rebuff to the Simon Commi-— 
ssion, the Congress session of the year met in Calcutta 
in December. Motilal Nehru was its President. 
Ever since Subhashchandra’s return from Gandhijp 
the younger section of the Congress had been gathering . 


strength with a strong Leftist bent under the leader- 
ship of Subhash. The elder leaders of whom Motilal. 
Nehru was now the prime mover remained Rightist. 
Gandhiji attended the Calcutta Congress with a large 


band of West Indian supporters. In the Subjects 
Committee itself serious differences arose between the 
Leftist and the Rightist groups. Motilal Nehru 
accorded support to a resolution declaring that the’ 
Congress. would accept Dominion Status if it was. 
offered by the British Parliament. Gandhiji himself 
was in favour of this move, but the younger members: 
of the Congress demanded complete freedom as the 
ultimate goal of the Congress. When the open session 
of the Congress met Gandhiji sponsored the resolution 
on Dominion Status and it was passed by majority. 
The Leftist demand for full freedom was ably put 
forth by Subhashchandra and strongly supported by» 
Jawaharlal. It is clear thus that while Subhash~ 
chandra’s leadership wanted to g0 forward, it was 


( 76 ) 
“held back by the elders. 
Leftists, Labour unrest 
“was student movements, 


the labouring Classes and 
had attended 


But this did not deter the 


er Commanding of the 
demonstrated how he could 


andhiji and the 
increase At 


He was released 
- Soon after this he was 
The British Government were 
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anxious to arrive at a settlement with the Indiar? 
leaders and so they arranged a Round Table Conference 
in London between the British Cabinet on one side 
and the Indian leaders on the other. This Conference 
was intended to help thrashing out a workable solution 
that might satisfy all the parties concerned. Gandhiji 
was invited to come to London as the chief spokesman: 
of the congress. As soon as Subhashchandra learnt 
that Gandhiji was going to London he rushed to 

Bombay to see him and to ascertain his views as to the 

demand of the congress which should be put forth 

before the British Cabinet. In the course of con-- 
versation Gandhiji assured Subhash that he would not 

budge a bit from the demand for complete 

independence as adopted in the Lahore Congress 

Resolution of 1929. Subhash returned satisfied, but 

he had his misgivings as to what measure of 
independence the British would concede. Gandhiji and 

his assistants carried on discussions in London for 

nearly three months, but nothing came out of the 

conference and Gandhiji returned to India emptyhanded, 

the British Government having declined to concede 
even the minimum demands of Gandhiji. 

The unrest in the country continued in the wake of 
the failure of the Round Table Conference. The tempo- 
of agitation mounted up and leaders were again — 
remoyed to gaol, Subhash Chandra was thus 
imprisoned again early in 1932 and kept in Lucknow 
gaol.. On the eve of his imprisonment Subhash gave 
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Fesponse to a public dema 


nd for his release and 
‘treatment the 


Government Ordered his health 
y a European doctor of high standing. 


Subhash should be 
Proceed to Europe 


medical treatment there. 


Vithalbai 


statesman with broad 
highest Order. The latt 


y's future 

4 long tour of Europe visiting Rome, 

Berlin, Warsaw and other capitals. [p Germany he 
‘took the OPportunity i 


Hitler and other 
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‘Nazi leaders and apprised them of the Indian situation 
and sought to elicit some sympathy from them for his 
country’s independence. But he had little response from 
them. In the meantlme he returned to Vienna to see 
Patel on his deathbed. Patel Passed away bequeathing 
his entire property worth some lacs for being utilised 
in the cause of India’s freedom and made Subhash 
its sole trustee. ‘Towards the end of 1934 Subhash 
sought permission to return, to India to see, his ailing 
father, But permission was granted too late and when 
‘he reached home his father had already expired. 
After attending to obsequies of his father Subhash 
returned to Vienna in 1935. It was here that he wrote 
this memorable book “The Struggle in India”. This 
book however became anathema to the British 
Government and they prohibited its entry into India. 
‘Some copies of the book were however smuggled into 
India and the leaders who read it were impressed with 
‘Subhashchandra’s very able presentation of the case 
for India and its background. Gandhiji too 
complimented Subhash on his writing this book. 

Subhash was now becoming more and more restless 
of his prolonged externment from his motherland and 
became extremely eager to return to India and resume 
his political activities. He repeatedly requested 
Permission to return to India, but the authorities 
Toundly told him that no permission could be granted 
and that he would be arrested the moment he set 
foot on the Indian soil. Subhash decided to defy the 
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ban and arrived in Bombay in April 1939. As soon 
ashe landed in India the police took him to custody” 
and sent him to Darjeeling as an internee in his 
brother Sarat Chandra Bose’s house. His release was 
ordered in 1937 after which he went to England once 
again and had cordial reception from some British 
friends of India who assured him of their support. 
After his return to India Subhash was requested by 
Gandhiji to accept the honour of being the congress: 
President for the session at Haripura in 1938. On 
his agreeing his election to the au 


unanimous. Subhashchandra’s presidential address 


ical judgment and a 
on from foreign yoke- 
with all that Subhash 
n a turmoil and immin-- 
nd Britain was averted. 
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as Gandhiji’s nominee and every one thought his 
election to be certain, Subhash decided to contest the 
election knowing that it would be an. open trial of 
Strength between him and Gandhi. -To the dismay 
of Gandhi and his supporters Subhash was elected by 
a good majority and Gandhi acknowledged his dis- 
comfiture saying “The defeat is mine.” 

The Congress session at Tripuri with Subhash- 
chandra as the President began on the 10th of March. 
Subhashchandra was laid up with high fever and he 
came to preside there against medical advice. He 
was brought there on @ stretcher with doctors in 
attendence from the sick bed Subhashchandra declared 
that unless full Swaraj was achieved within six months 
the Congress would Jaunch a country wide revolution. 
While this idea immediately caught the imagination 
and enlisted support of the younger section of the 
Congress, the group of elder Congressmen led by 
Gandhi opposed it. When the proposal came as a 


resolution before the Congress, it was negatived by the 
andhi and his followers. But 


strong opposition of G 

Gandhi feared that Subhash being the- Congress 
President might nominat ters in forming 
the new Working Committee. 
he adopted an unconstitutional — 
one of his chief supporters Govinda 


bring resolution to the t ; 
election of the congress Working Comm! 


be valid unless it was approved by 


6 


e his own suppor 
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Resolution was: passed by. the support of Gandhi's l 
followers who could not like the growing popularity 
of Subhash. Thus the powers of the Congress’ President 
were curbed bya dictatorial change in the Congress 
Were made against this 
no heed to them. This 


Met in a session in Calcutta in 
Subhash tendered his resignation 
ntship. At this 


onth of his Tesignation of the Congress 
Subhashchandra Organised a new party 


Bloc” and dissociated himself from 
ether. The 


the Tripuri congress, 
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already been increasing by leaps and bounds. ever since 
went up still higher and his 


provinces outside Bengal began to 
Mount up in thousands. Shortly after this the second 
world war broke out in Europe. When the couflict 
of the Anglo French Allies, with Germany began to 
intensify the Congress Working Committee held an 
urgent meeting to consider the duty of the congress in 
the face of the insistent demand of the British that 
India should ‘support their war effort. Curiously 
enough Subhashchandra was invited to participate in 
the meeting. Subhash. declared it as his considered 
opinion that this was an opportunity for India to 
intensify its freedom struggle in view of Britain’s 
comparative weakness as a military power in relation 
to the German war-machine. Subhash was strongly 
of the view that a victory for Germany was almost 
certain and after winning victory in Europe Germany 
was very likely to turn to-wards Asia. | India therefore 
must achieve freedom from British yoke before. Britain 
was crushed, and that independent India would be in 
a better position to bargain with Germany than India 
under British rule. This was the time when India 
should establish her own national government and press 
before Britain our immediate demand for transfer of 
Power. If congress failed to do this it would prove 
itself as an irresponsible body. Needless to say that 
Subhash had numerous followers all over India ready 
to stand or fall at his behest. One of his first acts 


Supporters even in 
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and the British would not understand or accept any 
argument except in the language of arms. He there- 
fore felt convinced that an armed uprising must be 
organised, and now that the British were hopelessly 
entangled in a life and death struggle with Hitler, the 
time was ripe, Subhash thought when contact must be 
made with those foreign powers who were hostile to the 
British and their help must be obtained under some 
honourable pact to throw off the British by force of 
arms. So he decided to reach Germany any how within 
the shortest possible time. Seeing that both Italy and 
Germany were at war with Britain it was most likely 
that they would be friendly to an India which was 
avowedly anti-British and would not grudge the help 
India demanded from them. While staying as a home 
internee at his Elgin Road house he cut himself off from 
all outside contact and was secretly planning and 
ng out of India. On the 17th January 
came and stood in front of his house 
during the small hours of the night. Subhash came out 
perfectly disguised and quite undetected by the police, 
got into the car and started off with no companion but 
his nephew Sisir Bose alone. Fearing detection if he 
entrained at Howrah he went by car straight to Gomo 
about 130 miles away and took train for Peshawar where 
he reached after about three days of toilsome journey. 
A friend named Bhagavat Ram received him quietly at 
Peshawar. At Peshawar he made preparations for 
three days to find a way of reaching Afghanistan. 


preparing for getti 
1941 a motor cat 
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Accompanied by Bhagavat Ram 
Kabul after a week’s journey bese 
At Kabul he found no better ref 
of lorry-drivers where he passe 


he managed to rich 
t with many dangers. 


dia to embarrass the British 
Subhash made two 


had become 
: ny. -This twofold plan, he 
said would be helpful both to Germany and to India 
ence by fighting the British 


i 
" 
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He made one condition however 
ive an undertaking to recognise 
end of the war. Ribbentrop 


in and out of India. 

that Germany must g 
India’s independence at the 
conveyed Subhashchandra’s ideas to Hitler, who, while 
he was interested in putting the British in a tight 
did not commit himself in any way 
days later Subhas sent a definite 
ng that he should be given 
g up an army of liberation 


corner in India, 
at the time. A few 
proposal to Hitler requesti 
necessary facilities for buildin 
for India consisting of Indian prisoners of wat in 
But this proposal did not find favour 
ncipal advisers Goebbels. He 
ining with the German 
ete assurance from them 
vealed himself and his 
foreign minister. 


German hands. 
with one of Hitler’s pri 
spent nearly a month barga 
leaders, but finding no conct 
he left for Italy where he re 
ideas to Count Ciano; Mussolini’s 
unt Ciano’s help to obtain a personal 


interview with Mussolini who had already known 
readily recognised’ him. Subhash 


Subhas and now 

took the opportunity to disclose to Mussolini the 

details of his plans of liberating India by the help of 

an Indian National Army formed by bringing together 

under his own command the Indian soldiers who had 
any or Italy while 


become prisoners of war in Germ’ l 
fighting under the British banner This novel idea 


of liberating India was highly appreciated by Mussolini 
who applauded the political forsight, intrepid courage 
and superb tower of. organisation and promised all 
Possible help to Subhash, Mussolini immediately 


He secured Co 
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translated his promise into action by writing personally 
to Hitler and Ribbentroppe to telease and hand over 
to Subhash all Indian Nationals and to allow him to 
form an Indian National Army and a National Govern- 
€cognise as the 


Mussolini’s letter had the 
effect of convincing Hitler and obtain his 


This Government had 
n Berlin Ip June 1942 


ussia Subhashchandra 
found ¢ at it would be difficult now to lead an 
expedition towards India from distant Germany by 
the help of 


allies. In the 


-r 
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official parade of the German army Hitler extended 
to Subhashchandra a -singular - honour. When he 
himself was taking the salute of the German army, 
he took Subhash shoulder to shoulder with him. 
While addressing the army Hitler declared that those 
who were now saluting him should remember that 
Hitler was the Fuhrer of only ten crores of German 
here was a man whom they should greet as the 
leader of forty crores of Indian people. At this the 
entire German army saluted Subhash, an honour 
which was almost unprecedented in Germany. It 
was in Berlin that the Indian National Army conferred 
on Subhash the Ititle of Netaji and swore complete 
allegiance to him. Subhash told them in a stirring 
and momentous speech that they were the pioneer 
fighters to usher freedom to India, their enslaved 
Motherland. No foreign power willingly gave freedom 
ountry conquered and ruled by them. Freedom 
orce from the unwilling British. 
march down to India and fight 
y. Their name was sure 


to any ¢ 
must be extracted by f 
They must, therefore, 
the British out of the countr 
to be written in letters of gold in the history of India. 


It was the end of this great speech that Subhash 
Victory to India) which 


uttered the slogan “Jai Hind” ( ia) 
-word for greeting in the 


has since them become the pass 
Indian Army. It was here again that Subhash designed 
the tri-coloured Indian National Flag and made it the 


Standard of the Indian National Army. This flag was 
Saluted with cheers and acclamations by several 


n army were 
Ussians in Stalingrad and the 
ien in North Africa, it caused 


In November of 


ay, Singapur, Burmah 


Mination, he decided 
iS area and form a larger national 
army with the Indian Prisoners of war i 


afresh 


ashbehari Bose, the Nationalist Indian 


ae 
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During this period of preparation he handed over 
charge of the Indian National Army to one of his 
trusted lieutenants and got ready to start the perilous. 
Voyage on a German submarine. On an appointed day 
towards the end of 1942 a German submarine took off 
from the port of kiel with Subhashchandra on board, 
The submarine moved contiously under the whole 
Atlantic Ocean and rounded the Cape of Good Hope. 


finally returning to surface at Japanese occupied sea port 
red miles south west of Madagascar. 


From here a Japanese submarine carried Subhash 
upto Sabang port in North Sumatra. Japanese leaders 
had already arrived here to receive Subhash and 


they took him by air safely to Tokyo. Some time 
before his arrival in Japan Subhashchandra’s book 


“The Struggle in India” had been reprinted and 
numerous copies were issued to the Indian nationals. 
civil and military throughout Malay, Singapore and 
other neighbouring areas. This made a tremendous 
n on the readers and Subhash was idolised 
o even before they saw him. The 
inister Tojo who welcomed him to 
t Japan was always eager to see 
elp her regain it. On the following 


day informed the Japanese Parliament of Subhash: 
chandra’s arrival and of Japan's decision to recognise 
him as the head of a nationa ent of free India 
and. to afford him all faci National 
Army of the Indian prisoners © National 


town some five hund 


impressio 
by them as a her 
Japanese Prime M 
Tokyo declared tha 
India free and to h 


1 governm' 
lities to form 2 
f war and a 
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-Rashbehari Bose had already 
r him by bringing together a 
n prisoners for the National 


fighting men, In 


independence of 
S freed by Japan from British so 


that year the Azad Hi 


Or the Nati 


y Germany, Italy, Japan, 
and Nanking. On 


€ was greeted by 
Asian Government 


e National Government of India. 
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Subhash wanted to have complete control of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands from Japanese hands 
as-it was then under Japanese rule and there was a 
Japanese naval base there. Tojo consented to the 
transfer and then Subhash assumed charge of these: 
islands and named the Andamans as the Sahid Islands 
and the Nicobars as Swaraj Islands. On the 25th 
November Subhashchandra removed the head quarters 

of the Indian National Army to Rangoon after his — 
return from Tokyo to Singapore. On January 7, he 
arrived in Rangoon and there formed a women’s 
branch of the National Army composed of some 
selected Indian women and named it the Ranee of 
Jhansi Brigade in honour of the Ranee of Jhansi. who 
fell fighting against the British in defence of he mother- 
land during the Revolt of 1857. A well-trained lady 
officer Capt. Lakshmi was placed in charge of the 
Brigade. Then he prepared for a campaign to attack 
British India from the east, in collusion with the 
e commander of this area. In the month of 
troops along with some 
nipur. They advanced 


Japanes 
March he marched his 


Japanese contingents towards Ma 
without much difficulty upto Imphal, the capital of 
Manipur where a fierce battle ensued. The Azad 
Hind Troop held their ground firmly against the 
British who were armed with superior weapons, tanks 
and aeroplanes. Part of Manipur state including E 
Capital came under the occupation of Subhashchandra’s 
forces and continued so for over three months during. 
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which the Azad Hind)Army not only kept their ground 
‘but repulsed many attacks by the British Indian Forces. 
‘Streams of Azad Hind Troops began to pour in from 
‘Singapur to the Indo-Burma Front, many of whom 
spread out through the Chin Hills towards Assam. 
The heroic stand of Subhashchandra’s army struck 

i i i and they felt it necessary 
quickly as possible. As 
nd numerous well-armed 
in to halt their Indian 


Two commanders of the National Army, Generals 
Dhillon and Shah Nawaz, Were compelled to surrender 
after being Surrounded on 
these set-back convinced Sub 
against hope to make a hea 
this stage. He therefore d 
backwards 


hash that- it was- hoping 


| 
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Netaji set out for Singapore via Rangoon and then 
‘went to Bangkok on the advice of his military experts. 
Here he boarded a Japanese plane for Tokyo accom- 
Panied by a trusted lieutenant Habibur Rahaman and 
Carrying with him plenty of cash and precious gems 
the gift of the Indian communities to the National 
Government of India under Subhash. This plane is 
‘said to have caught fire in mid-air over Formosa and 
Subhash was supposed to have received severe burns 
‘and was taken to hospital. His companion Rahamain 
escaped with minor injuries. A report was then made 
current that Netaji Subhash was killed as a result of 
this accident. But’ there is a strong school!of opinion 
which still believes that he did not die but disappeared 
mysteriously, the evidences of his death not being either 
conclusive or convincing to all. It was however 
reported by Rahaman that the remains of Netaji were 
cremated and ashes were carried to Tokyo and 
preserved in a Buddhist temple there. 

The final issue of the great adventures of Netaji 
Subhash and his Azad Hind Army being so tragic a 
shadow of deep distress and despondency overcast the 
length and breadth of India. Before his departure he 
gave a message to his followers to the effect that though 
the National Army had suffered a defeat, the defeat was 
bound to bea temporary 02e, and that it did not mean 
the end of their fight. They would surely be taken 
titish hands but they should follow the 


prisoners in B 
s and take the lead once 


directions of the Indian Congres 
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again in the country freedom struggle The British, he 
continued, though victorious in this case had reached 
almost the end of their resources and they would þe 
forced to quit India and hand over their motherland to 
themselves. 

It goes without saying that if only Netaji had been 
able to arrive in Japan a year earlier he could have 
organised the National Army on stronger footing 


and provide it with better arms and ornaments if 
he had time. As it was, 


i E result was therefore 
nothing surprising and Netaji’s defeat never took 


It stands to the eternal 


aoe His strategy was as statesmanly 
as it was sound from the military view point. If his 
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efforts were not crowned with full success he succeeded 
at last in striking terror in British Lion and gave him 
-atude shock that he was not all-powerful in India and 
the days of his Indian empire were numbered. If, there- 
fore, the British quit India at last in 1947 it was not all 
by the pressure of Gandhi’s movement, but no less it 
was by the force of world-events combined with the fear 


of the British of another armed uprising in India. 


Barindra Kumar Ghosh 


Barindra Kumar Ghosh was the youngest brother 
of Sri Aurobinda, He was born. at Croydon in 
England in 1880 while his parents had been staying 
in that country. He had -inherited many of the 
intellectual qualities of his parents and of his 
maternal grandfather Rajnarayan Bose honoured by 
the title of “Rishi” by. his countrymen. Rajnarayan 
Bose was one of those who had sown the seeds of 
n Bengal in the early and middle part 
of the 19th century. Barindra Kumar was a born 
revolutionary. At the time when his brother 
Aurobinda was serving in: the education department 
of Boroda State, Barindra was @ college student at 
Dacca, In 1902 he had a sudden call from his 
brother at Baroda and he: left his studies and went 
to meet Aurobinda. It was there that Aurobinda 
held long discussions with him on the need for a 


7 


nationalism 4 
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revolutionary Organisation and to take the lead in 


Preaching revolution among the youths of Bengal. 
Jatindranath Mukherjee, a 


youngman become fully 
the revolutionary cult an 


with their minds fully ‘do or die’ 
fight with the foreign Power. One of his first 


his maternal] uncle’s 
initiate two young 
One of these was 


gathered for t 


shop at Maniktollah in 
of 


tragic results, Khudj 
Killer as also the fi 
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pce the second. After the Muzaffarpur incident 
police all over Bengal were alerted about the exis- 
tence of a bomb factory somewhere, and they began to 
Comb out every possible hook and corner locate it. At 
length they succeeded in getting secret of the Manik- 
tollah workshop and raided it and took into custody 
all the youngmen found there and seized the available 
contraband materials. This led to the prolonged trial 
of the accused and their historic defence by Chitta- 
ranjan Das ending in life sentence for Barindra and 
most of the accused and acquittal for Sri Aurobinda. 
Barindra spent over twelve years transportation in 
the Andamans most of which was spent in the horrible 
solitary confinement of the Cellular Gaol. On his 
release and return from the Andamans he retained his 
revolutionary fervour but did not join any political party. 
He took up journalism and became at first the editor 


of the Narayan founded by Deshbandhu Das and after- 
words started his own paper the weekly “Bijoli” and 
finally took up the editorship of the daily Basumati— 
a well established {Bengali daily with a long tradition 


behind it. 


Saratchandra Guha 


a hailed from a remote village in 
cademic career 
he Calcutta 


Saratchandra Guh i 
Barisal District. He had a brilliant a 
and was a first class M.A. standing first in t 
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University, He was offered the post of a professor in 
the Presidency College, Calcutta by the Education 
Department of Bengal, but he declined to accept Govt. 
Service and took to the independent profession of Law. 
From his early age he was inspired by the teachings 
of Swami Vivekananda whose stirring addresses on 
India’s great heritage and on the urgency of a united 
national demand for the country’s liberation made a 
deep impression on his youthful mind. He took the 
vow of service to the country and became one of the 
‘tighthand men of Aswini Kumar Dutta. He was a 
very impressive speaker, eloquent and pointed in his 
appeal to the ` people and he became ver 


y popular 
both in Bengal and outside. 


He was for a long time 
Municipality and was 
ber of. social, religious 
As Municipal Chair- 
ve the civic amenities 
ion of his city. He 
an eloquent speaker on the 
pre-Gandhi days. At the 
n 1914 he caught the heart 
ic so much that the audience 


ing the Congress, and when he 
is return from the Madras 


r,s 


Congress, the latter embraced 


ssive glow in the firmament. 
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him with deep affection 


as a worthy son of Bengal and Barisal who had kept 
all that he 


up the high tradition of his motherland in 
had said and done. 


Brahma Bandhab Upadhyaya 


Brahma Bandhab Upadhyaya was one of the ardent 
fighters in the struggle for freedom. He was a unique 
figure and made a remarkable contribution to the cause 
by suddenly rising up as 2 brilliant meteor and; disappe- 
aring with similar suddenness after a brief but impre- 

He was born in 1851 in 
a Brahmin family and became a devoted student of 
history and politics. His studies created in him an 
irrepressible urge to do his bit in restoring his mother- 
land to its pristine glory as a great and free country. 
He had a keen desire to join the army just to learn the 
western watfare. But it was not easy on those 
ee to join the army in British India. 
s first attempt “in this direction he 
der an Indian Prince to 


art of 
days for a Bengal 
So, failing in hi 
roceeded to Gwallior then une 
a the army. But here again he was unsuccessful, 


Returning to Calcutta he came in close contact with 
Poet Rabindranath Tagore, who discovered his singulat 
talents combined with his spirit of sacrifice. Prior to 


this he had discarded the path of worldliness and took 
to a saintly life of austere purity and utter self abniga- 
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tion. Rabindranath took him along to Santiniketan 
where he was appointed one of the first collaborators 
of the Poet founding and running the “Brahmacharyya- 
sharma” which in later years developed into the world 
famous “Viswa Bharati". His original name of Bhabani- 
charan Banerji had been dropped at the time he turned 
a monk and he was thenceforth known as Brahma 
Bandhab Upadhyaya. At the Santiniketan School 
by the young boys as their 
» helpmate and playmate. When the 
he offing, he could no longer 
struggle to come, in opposi- 
in the cause of re-uniting 
ta and became the founder 
Bengali called the “Sandhya” 


Bengal. He came to Calcut 
and editor of daily paper in 
This paper took Bengal 


popular in no time, Its fiery words exposing the mis- 


tulers were concluded in such 
Satire as might do credit to Swift or Johnson. Young 


mns with great avidity and the 


all the More by the writings of Upadhyaya. Through 
is paper poured forth vituperation 
British ruling class in India till 
ndled up by the authorities on 
When he was brought up for 
t up any defence, declined to 
his behalf and was thus a pioneer 


by the storm and became 


A 


‘ 
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boycott of British lawcourts. 
to his assistance to employ 
defence counsel, he told them with a smile that it was 
not in the power of the British to condemn him to 
hat he would be free man in no time. This 
statement of his proved prophetic when he breathed 
his last of a sudden heart attack in Gaol custody. His 
untimely death was universally mourned by his country- 
men as a severe blow to the cause of the freedom 
struggle. A man of his type would be honoured any- 
where as a patriot of patriots and worshipped as a 


true hero, 


in passive resistance and 
When his friends came 


prison and t 


Dr. Sureshchandra Banerji 


shchandra Banerji was a medical student 
Swadeshi agitation was in full 
swing and became eager from then to contribute his 
mite to the country’s cause. He continued his medical 
studies in England and by dint of merit was selected 
as a member of the Indian Medical Service, into which 
few Indians were admitted in those days. After 
working for some years as a Civil Surgeon in Bengal 
Sureshchandra resigned his post and became a follower 
of Gandhi. After Deshbandhu's Sarajya Patty was 
founded and Gandhiji had temporarily retired from 


Sureshchandra became a constructive worker 
f the Congress. He 


A 


Dr. Sure 
in Calcutta when the 


politics, 
in the village uplift programme © 
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was one of the promoters of the ‘Abhayashrama” at 
Comilla in the East Bengal and did notable sociable 


the Bengal Provincial 
In each of these fields of activity 
and his ardent patriotism was an 


Jatindranath Mukherji 


-(Bagha Jatin) 


Jatindranath Mukherji, better known as “Bagha 
Jatin” or “Tiger Jatin” is another of the immortals 
distinguished in the freedom Struggle. He was imbued 
with the martial spitit from his earl 
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This took place 


turned the whole course of his life. 
f Barindrakumar 


in 1901 before the advent, there o 
Ghosh, Aurabinda’s magnetic touch drew out the 
nary fire in young Jatin and he too 
found in Aurabinda a real master to guide him. Sri 
Aurabinda initiated Jatindra in, his cult of revolution 
and urged him to spread the same spirit among the 
youth of Bengal. It- was while Jatindra was under- 
going what may be called an apprenticeship in the 
doctrine and practice of revolution under Sri Aura- 
binda that Barindra was called away frqm his student’s 
bower in Dacca to face the hazards of the new life 
of a rebel against British authority. Both Bagha Jatin 
and Barindra were duly indoctrinated by Sri Aurabinda 
to start an active but secret campaign of revolution in 
Bengal. 

With the blessings o 
men returned to Calcutt: 
organization to which they s 
a number of young men 
_preach revolution among 
from foreign countries an 
and ammunition produce 


latent revolutio 


f Sri Aurabinda the two young- 
a and founded their secret 
ucceeded, in attracting quite 
Their idea was not only to 
young men. but to secure arms 
d supplement them with bomb’s 
d in their own factory. The 


Manicktollah workshop took shape from this very idea. 
During this period some young Men, chiefly of Bengal 
and a few from other parts of India had been staying 
in Europe and America with the secret purpose of 
procuring contrabond arms. In fact some contrabond 
parcels had been coming in through some out of the 


to the youths of the Party. 


e first world war had started ip 1914 and the 
British Were hard Pressed by 


Y Passing a new 


to apprehend the suspects, 
iS time Prepared them- 
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selves for a trial of strength with the police patty and 
a fierce fight ensued. Two of the policemen were 
killed in the fight and three others severely injured. 
But eventually police reinforcement having arrived, 
the revolutinaries were overpowered, one of them being 
killed and three including Jatin Mukherji were severely 
injured and sent to Balasore Hospital under police 
custody. At the hospital Jatindra refused to accept 
medical help, tore open his bandage and scratched his 
As a result of this he succumbed to the 
while in the hospital itself. He had been 
hat he would never appeat as a 
prisoner in a British court ot stand execution on British 
gallows and he fulfilled his promise by deliberately 
hastening his end. Among the revolutionaries captured 
by the police, Chittapriya Roy, Niren Das Gupta and 
Monoranjan Sen were sentenced to death and Jatish 
Pal was sentenced to transportation for life. Thus 
ended the careers of some of the flowers of Bengali 


youths in the cause of national liberation. 


wounds. 
injuries 
telling his friends t 


Tarakdas Banerjee 
Born at Krishnagar in Nadia district in Bengal in 
1898, Tarakdas Banerji became one of the young disci- 


ples of Deshabandhu Das. He was an active associate 


and companion of Deshabandhu and did valuable 
organisational work in his district. The Govt. consi- 
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‘dered him a dangerous revolutionary and kept him long 
in prison without trial under their lawless laws under 
the Defence of India Act. Whatever little time he 
was allowed to remain out of prison, he devoted to the 
propagation of the ideals of Deshabandhu. After 
Deshbandhu’s death he continued to associate himself 
with Subhaschandra, and was one of Subhaschandra’s 
chief associates at the Tripuri Congress. After 
Subhaschandra seceded from Gandhi-led Congress and 
founded the new party called the Forward Bloc, 
Tarakdas took charge of a centre of the new party at 
Krishnagar. Even after this he was imprisoned with- 
out trial in 1940. After release he took up Congres 
work again and became the President of the Nadia 
District Congress Committee. 


Opposition, Such love 
arned from the people 


her district Congress 
President. He died of a car accident at Santipur 
in 1957, 


Rajah Rammohan Roy, thé Pioneer 


Raja Rammohan Roy is the 
movement of this country, 
the 18th century he lived 


pioneer of the freedom 
Born in the seventies of 
through some of the most 
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stirring years in the history of Europe. He was a deep 
student of international politics as well as of history, 
religion and literature of almost all the civilised 
s in the world. His vast learning combined 
with a deeply sympathetic heart and an intense love 
of freedom made him a unique figure in the early 19th 
century. India was then at the patting of ways between_ 
oriental traditionalism and the modern spirit of assi- 
milation and absorption of all human cultures. Ram- 


mohan Roy led the country in uprooting social evils 
and religious abuses oP the one hand and on the other 
imilate the best ideals of 


showed the way 

the modern scientific civilisation of the west while 
retaining the individuality of ancient Indian culture 
and civilisation. He was an ardent Hindu and a man 
of devout faith and unearthed many of the forgotten 
d religious practices of ancient India and 
hem by easily intelligible translations. 
All the same time he studied Islamic, Hebrew, Cristian 
and Iranian cultures and scriptures in their original 
and. discovered that all religions were different paths - 
leading to God and the best religion was that which 
allowed freedom of faith and conscience to the indivi- 
duals. He was thus not only the founder of compara- 
tive religion in the world, but the first advocate of 
freedom for the individual. He had ` the firm 
expressed in his mumerous writings 
birthright of every individual 
that no nation has a 


countrie 


scriptures an 
popularised t 


conviction as 
that freedom was the 
as: of every nation and 
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Tight te dominate over another or keep it under 
subjection. 

One of Rammohan’s biographers, Pandit Sivanath 
Sastri has placed on record a few notable instances of 
Rammohan’s indomitable urge for freedom. He hated 
from the bottom of his heart, says Pandit Sastri, all 
sorts of social tyrannies and political dominations. 
He sought to establish a cordial personal association 
with any individual or nation in any part of the world 
that struggled for achieving the right of freedom. A 
gloom of depression overcast his mind if he ever came 
across any instance of failure of a struggle for liberty. 
Rammohan was so depressed by the news of the defeat 
of the Italians in their attempt to liberate their mother 
land from the Austrians that he declined an invitation 


to an important official function at Govt. House in 
Calcutta. On the other h 


ment of constitutional Govt. 


z he citizens of Calcutta 
in the city Town Hall. Mr. Dioby, an English friend 


of Rammohan in India has said that Rammohan 
the French Revolution 
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Cape of Good Hope caused a Serious injury to his leg. 
But when he saw an approaching French ship hoisting 
the flag of Liberty. Equality and Fraternity on it, 
he decided to go on board that very ship to salute in 
person the French Flag of Liberty and he did so with 
his fractured leg against the advice of his ship’s captain 
He returned to his ship with the cry “Long live France 
and French liberty” on his lips. 

When Rammohan was in England in 1831, the 
Reform Bill seeking to extend the sphere of popular 
liberty was before the Parliament. Finding that this 
Bill curtailed the powers of the British monarch and 
made the British citizen a truly free man, Rammohan 
identified himself with it and declared that in the 


event of the Bill being negatived he would cease 


connection with Britain and go to live in a free 
country like America after selling away his properties 
in India. We refer to this great soul here as we feel 
it is our to duty pay our tribute of homage to the first 
real fighter for liberty in India whose life ever remains 


an inspiration to all. 


Acharya Prafulla Chandra Roy 


Acharya Profullachadra Roy was a unique figure 
t, the scientist and the 


combining in himself the sain 
4 H [3 s33 
ideal patriot. In fact he was a true “Karmayost of 


the olden times re-incarnated in the modern world. 
His researches in chemistry earned him international 
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reputation, his inspiring example as an educationist 
built up a tradition of Bengali chemists of world wide 


countrymen. He gave a lead to Bengal and India in the 
establishment of large scale chemical industries of the 


the formulae of the ancient Indian scientist which his 
researches helped to unearth. He inspired batches 
after batches of Bengali youth to fight for the country’s. 
liberty, not haphazardly but like organised soldiers 


with a national and scientific minds. His purse-strings 


ts of any type whether 


from any other cause 
in their Itrepressible thirst for the liberty of conscience. 


He also encouraged village-handicrafts and cottage 
industries and became one of the pioneers of village 


construction in India. Many of his brilliant students 
Sacrificed lucrative careers ju 


fray of politica] struggle, 


Scientists of repute Sir Jan Chandra Ghosh, Dr. 
Satyendra Nath Bose, Dr. Megnath Saha, Dr. Jan 


ukherjee and Dr. Nilratan Dhar are his 


Dr. Nilratan Sircar 


Dr. Nilratan Sircar, like Acharya. Prafullachandra 
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was a man of science If Prafullachandra was an 
authority in Chemistry taking to the establishment of 
a huge industrial concern like the Bengal Chemical and 
Pharmaceutical Works, Dr. Nilratan Sircar went side 
by side with him in establishing another nation-buil- 
ding activity viz. leather industry. These two leading - 
figures in the field of science will always be remem- 
bered as nation builders in the practical field. They 
felt convinced that the negative activity of boycotting 
foreign goods or the bonefire of foreign clothes would 
not take the country to any appreciable length in the 
promotion of Swadeshi. If economic freedom was to 
be achieved, India must have the power to produce 
essential articles of her own manufacture—not by 
means of cottage industries alone as Gandhi seemed to 
believe, but by founding our own industries with the 
help of modern science and technology. Thus Nilratan 
Sircar, a medical man of high repute and wide practice 
. devoted his attention and resource to establish a soap 
factory called the National Soap Factory and a leather 
industry under the name of the National Tannery. 
The former manufactured soaps of high grade quality, 
some of which like its National Soap wert good enough 
to compete with foreign manufactures. But this infant 
industry could not long hold its own in the face of 
overwhelming foreign competition. The National 
Tannery however managed to supply the needs of the 
country to some extent and it was patronised by many 
nationalist Indians. But a time came when it seemed 


8 


« 114 ) 


‘tobe tottering before Chinese and other non-Bengali 
competitors. But at this Stage Sir Rajendranath 
Mukherji, the great Bengali industrialist came to rescue 
and took “up ‘the Managing agency of the concern at 
Nilratan’s personal Tequest. Under the new manage- 
“ment -the National Tannery succeeded in surviving 
many odds and has secured its rightful place as one of 
the foremost leather manufacturing concerns in India. 
Dr. Nilratan Sirkar invested most of his earnings 
amounting to several lacs of 
industries. He deserves our gr 


SHORT LIFE OF 


‘Mahatma Kumar Pramatha Nath Roy of 
Bhagyakul, Dacca. 


‘Kumar. Pramatha Nath Roy ‘of Bhagyakul was a 
great soul. He was the worthy son of- an “illustrious 
father Raja Sreenath Roy the munificent Zamindar of 
Bhagyakul in Dacca District. ` He -was known to the 
common. man as. only one. of the most generous and 
charitable men among the aristocracy of Bengal! But 
there is another side of hisi character which, is hardly 
known to anybody. It is the nature of the great men 
to maintain silence over their own good deeds and to 
keep secret their acts. of charity. Here are’some facts 
relating to. his secret charities when Deshbandhu Das 
founded the Swarajya. Party of Indiaas as counter 
blast to Gandhi’s orthodox non co-operation movement 
under the controlof the official Congress, ‘the new 
party needed large amounts of money for its organisa- 
tion on all. India footing. By this time Deshabandhu 
had already given away all his earnings and- assets 
amounting to several Hundred Thousand Rupees in the 
cause of the country’s Freedom and, other causes like 
educational and social. progress: He had become quite 
penniless - as a result of this. We have it on record 
that the Swarajya Party had ‘spent about a lac and 
sixty-Five Thousand Rupees during the two and half 
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years from January 1923 to the middle of June 1925. 
Out of this huge amount not less than a Lac and 
Twenty) Thousand was the ‘sift-of Kumar. Pramatha 
Nath Roy, the rest came from Deshabandhu’s other 
friends. Shyamsundar Chakravarti, the long suffering 
journalist whose pen breathed fire received at least 


Ghosh, the great revolutionary and brother of 


as hardly been any political party 
d and'so effective 


Swaraja Patty was. But all this became possible mainly 
through the financial backing of Kumar Pramatha 
Nath Roy, 


- He has’ created a public trust in 


ble purposes and’ placed it in the 
hands of Some gentlemen of high integrity as trustees 


for its management, The value’ of this ‘trust is at 
Rupees and it has been 


Hospitals, educational institutions 
ganisations have been receiving 


needy petsons and Institu- - 


oe 
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help from this trust and so far about Forty-Four Lacs 
were devoted to these purposes from out of the income - 
of the Trust. Donations to needy students, widows, 
orphans and jestitutes from the said Trust have so 
far amounted to Twelve lLacs,—bringing the total 
charities of the Trust, to about Fiftysix Lacs upto date. 
Apart from the Trust, Kumar Pramatha Nath Roy has 
donated Nine Lacs to the Bharat Sevasharam Sangha. a 
socio-religious organisation whose activities extend all 


a for the relief of human misery. He has also 


over Indi 
t houses for pilgrims at 


constructed at his own cost res 
some holy places like Varanasi, Gaya and Navadwip, 


Kurukhetra and Brindaban etc. He was also a highly 
pious man and whoever came in contact with him never 
failed to be impressed by his simplicity, humility and 
magnanimity. Such noble souls are indeed rare and 
not only do such men receive blessings of God, but 
blessed also are those who know them and help to 


spread their fame. 
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